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“LOOKING AHEAD” FOR HOUSING 


HE Report just issued by the Conservative Central 
Committee, entitled “A Policy for Housing,” 
takes its place in the “ Looking Ahead” series,* but 
the main claim it makes on our attention rests on the 
fact that the exigencies of the present situation demand 
that the foremost need is to avoid looking too far ahead 
and to concentrate on the first and most urgent step, 
to provide the homes that will be required as soon as 
the war is.over. The very highly qualified committee 
responsible for this Report suggests that it contains 
“little glamour and a good deal of arithmetic,” and 
that many difficulties have to be faced at the early 
stages of the housing problem. 

It is this emergency period that is regarded as the 
crux of the matter; apart from the ultimate goal, 
after the makeshifts and discomforts of the last five 
years, it is speed that will seem to the homeless more 
important than perfection in standards. Thus we are 
advised to accept temporary adjustments in our scale 
of values, in order that at all events we can claim to 
be offering “‘ Shelter for All.” - This must fall some- 
what short of what we should like, but it is only by 
some compromise with our ideals that accommodation 
in sufficient quantity is likely to be available. 

The first stage is one of “make do and mend” to 
which the word “ adapt ” may -be added; all sound 
and substantial house property appropriate for replanning 
and re-equipment should be dealt with at once; only 
as subsequent to this is slum-clearance and the re- 
development of bombed areas advocated ; and, again, 
as a third stage, the generally recognised fully developed 
house-building programme. This graduated form of 
procedure is little calculated to arouse enthusiasm, 
but it is justified statistically by the fact that there 
will be an immediate shortage of nearly one million 
homes, whereas the most the~ present Government 
two-year scheme offers is 300,000 houses, of which 
100,000 are claimed by Scotland. Whether this estimate 
can be much expanded depends largely on the possi- 
bility of securing supplies of the various approved 
prefabricated types. 

The view taken as to this class of construction is 
a somewhat unfavourable one, and it is held that it 
should not be allowed to remain for more than ten 
years, and such structures should not: occupy sites 
which would interfere with permanent building, though 
this need not preclude their being placed in areas 
intended for building development at a later stage 
when the access roads, services, etc., could be utilised ; 
in few cases would the site plotting for one-storey 
prefabricated houses be appropriate for their permanent 
successors, but this difficulty could be met, and we 
think the alternative of sprinkling temporary houses 
about spare corners of public open spaces a most dan- 
gerous proposal, unless it were related to a carefully 
studied plan for the ultimate permanent scheme. 
Open spaces are already being endangered by the Bill 





* A Policy for Housing in England and Wales. Report of the Conservative 
Housing Sub-Committee. 24, Old Queen-street, Westminster, S.W.1. 6d. 


giving power to retain those which have been occupied 
for various war purposes. 

In the previous Report the general preference for 
houses rather than flats was confirmed and it is here 
pointed out that there is no really valid reason against 
building in terrace groups provided there is good access 
on both sides. There should be no “ back” with a 
suggestion of untidy planning and inferior design, and 
the gardens would open into well-kept footways giving 
access to infants’ playgrounds, créches and other com- 
munal objectives which skilled planning would make 
independent of traffic routes and service roads ; we have 
previously drawn attention to possibilities in this direc- 
tion. Another alternative offered, which intermingles 
cottages and flats, to break up the monotony has dis- 
advantages so long as open coal fires are in general use, 
as soot and dirt from the cottage chimneys are blown 
into the flats above the second floor. 

Preference is expressed for the permanent form of 
construction adopted in one of the Northolt blocks, 
reducing the site man-hours from 2,200 to 900, and the 
proposals for new houses by which two small flats are 
interchangeable with a fair-sized two-storey cottage 
are mentioned with appreciation, As regards the 
future of the housing industry in general, none of the 
criticisms made suggest any outstanding feature in 
policy, though it is recognised that there will be a 
grievous strain on the building industry if the various 
buildings in the “essential” class, as, for example, 
hospitals and schools, are to be erected, as well as housing, 
on traditional lines; After all temporary and other 
alternative expedients are reviewed there still remains 
a wide gap between what is needed and what it appears 
possible to provide. 

The only course indicated as offering any hope of 
solving the problem we are faced with is the invention of 
new forms of construction more or less equivalent in 
permanency to the traditional ones, but employing a 
minimum of skilled labour on the site as effecting a 
considerable saving of time, The position taken up is 
that the prejudice against a “ factory-made” house 
should not extend to‘one that is as efficient and durable 
as those on traditional lines; In every aspect of life new 
inventions are changing the forms and functions of 
articles of service ; building so far has largely managed 
to escape the attention of the structural inventor, by 
reason of circumstances too diverse and complex for 
recital here, but the suggestion is that the: present 
situation makes the need for some form of non-traditional 
permanent construction abundantly clear; - 

What general~ lines of © investigation ‘are most 
suggestive, as leading to the desired result, it is not 
easy to define. There are several new methods that:séem 
promising, and experience suggests that certain variants 
will contribute to the ultimate achievement + (I) Larget- 
unit elements, but suited to handling and conneetions ; 
(2) Lighter materials : (3) Reduction in or elimination of 
the use of water. Some confidence is expressed that 
helpful development will take place on these lines. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


A REPORT of progress issued by the 
London Repairs Executive, whose chair- 
man is Sir Malcolm Trustram Eve, shows 
that at January 12, 368,230 of the 719,300 
damaged houses in the London area had 
been repaired. This represents 51 per cent. 
At January 10, there were 128,700 men at 
work in local authority schemes. Of these, 
45,300 have come from the provinces, and 
4,700 are from the Services.» There are 
now 225 American soldiers on house re- 
pairs and 1,115 on emergency hutting. 
Their services are given free. Of the total 
number of workmen engaged, 24,600 are 
living in hostels. 

A new venture of the Executive’s is the 
issue of ‘‘ The London Repairs Bulletin,” 
a wall-sheet which makes available the 
fullest information to all concerned with 
damage repairs. This is a good and useful 
idea. 


Local Authority Housing. 

Tue Minister of Health, Mr. Willink, 
addressing the annual conference of the 
Urban District Councils Association in 
London, on January 17, said in the hous- 
ing field local authorities had a magnifi- 
cent opportunity and great responsibilities. 
‘*T regard it as essential—and no one will 
disagree—that we should avail ourselves 
of the best technical advice and assistance 
we can get on the layout of the sites and 
the planning of the houses. Every local 
authority should employ a competent 
architect on its housing schemes. The 
functions of an architect are two-fold : he 
can and should give advice and initiate 
suggestions; and he is the expert to inter- 
pret and carry out the ideas of his em- 
ployers or to convince them, if that has 
to be done, that some of their ideas are 
perhaps not wholly good or not practical.” 
There was no reason why all Council 
houses should not be models of their type 
in every respect, and a source of pride to 
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the town or village of which they formed 
part, a source of interest and pleasure to 
those who visited them. 

‘*This can be achieved,’’ declared the 
Minister, ‘“‘if housing is given, as’ it 
should be, a ‘primary place, and if all the 
preliminary planning and work is done 
before the time comes for the actual build- 
ing. This will have to be carried out with 
the utmost vigour and the’ greatest pos- 
sible economy of labour. That in turn 
can be secured only by a carefully thought 
out scheme well prepared, well in advance. 
The architect must, therefore—I repeat, 
must—be brought into the picture at a 
very early stage so that he may study 
the sites in relation both to the houses 
which are to be built and to their environ- 
ment, and prepare his layout plans and 
his housing designs as one homogeneous 
whole.” 


The Georgian Group Exhibition. 


AN a exhibition of the Georgian 
Group at Heal’s Galleries was recently 


_ opened by the Ear] Spencer. 
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An ener- 

getic effort is being made by this body to 
bring home to the layman and others the 
beauty of the architecture of the Geor-. 

gian period, and to help in preserving the 
remaining historic and lesser examples 
scattered about the country, many of 
which are now being swept away by war 
damage and improvement schemes or by 
town, planning. Very many charming 
examples from all ie of the country are 

to be seen at the exhibition which must 
awaken visitors to their beauty. We 
illustrate some houses at Marlow which 
make an interesting comparison with some 
of our war-time specimens. 


Buildings for Miners’ Welfare. 

AN interesting selection of photographs, 
lent by the Miners’ Welfare Commission 
and illustrating some of its work, is being 
exhibited in the hall and on the first floor 
of the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning, at 32, St. James’s-square, 
8.W.1. The display—one of a series 
intended primarily for the Ministry’s own 
staff—can be visited without formality by 
interested members of the public. I? will 
continue to the end of January. 


Wages Councils Bill. 

Tue Wages Councils Bill, introduced by 
Mr. Bevin last week, has received its 
second reading. ‘The Bill proposes, in 
short, to bring Trade Board legislation up 
to date and to rename these boards 
‘* Wages Councils ’’ : to provide additional 
powers for establishing councils where 
voluntary machinery is inadequate; and, 
last, to continue the provision for a further 
five years of Part III of the Arbitration 
Order 1305. 

While this Bill, should it pass into law, 
can do much to improve conditions im 
some industries, or sections of industries, 
there is little apprehension that need be 
felt for the building industry, whose 
voluntarily imposed and maintained 
machinery for. settling conditions in the 
industry has worked smoothly for over 20 





HIGH STREET, MARLOW. 


A pair of late 18th-century cottages ; the minor variation in the design of the baysin no way detracts from the informal unity 


of the whole. 


Shown in the Georgian Group’s Exhibition. 


(See this page). 
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years. The intention of the Government 
seems to be clear, that where industry has 
successfully set up its own industrial con- 
ciliation machinery, there is no need to 
interfere (and, indeed, any such interfer- 
ence would be properly resented), but that 
where the reverse is true, then there is 
no option. In the long run, the matter 
may be reduced to terms of masters and 
men working together with common ends 
in view, each with a proper respect for 
the other. In industries where this con- 
dition does not obtain, the provisions of 
the new Bill may lie heavily. 


The South Wales Institute. 

AT a representative gathering on Decem- 
ber 21 at the Park Hotel, Cardiff, a pre- 
sentation was made to Mr. Ivor P. Jones, 
A.R.I.B.A., on his retirement from the 
honorary secretaryship of the South Wales 
Institute of Architects, which he has held 
since 1921. Mr. Ernest Morgan (Swansea), 
President of the South Wales Institute, 
presided, and tributes to Mr. Ivor Jones’s 
services over 23 years were pes by Mr. 
Percy Thomas (President, R.I.B.A.), Col. 
Fawckner (Newport), the Mayor of 
Merthyr (Mr. T. E. Rees), Messrs. H. 
Teather and T. Alwyn Lloyd, and Major 
Gordon Griffiths (Cardiff). 

Norwich City Hall Extension. 

Norwicu Crry Councit have engaged 
Messrs. C. H. James and S. Rowland 
Pierce to prepare sketch plans to indicate 
future extensions of the City Hall, at fees 
amounting to £1,200, exclusive of out-of- 
pocket expenses. A memorandum from the 
Town Clerk shows that some of the de- 
partments already accommodated in the 
City Hall would require considerable addi- 
tional office accommodation in order to 
carry out the extra duties which would 
fall upon them after the war. 


War Damage—“ Proper Cost.” 

THe War Damage Commission states : 
The National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers has recently agreed with 
the War Damage Commission a special 
additional procedure for the settlement of 
disputes regarding ‘‘ proper cost’? in 
which members of the Federation are con- 
cerned. Broadly, the scheme provides that 
in cases of dispute members of the 
Federation may refer the matter to an 
assessor appointed by the Federation, who, 
if satisfied, will take up the case for them 
with the Commission and, if necessary, 
and the amount in dispute is £25 or more, 
recommend its reference to the Deputy 
Commissioner. 

The Federation wishes to announce that, 
wherever practicable, it will be open to 
Federation’s assessors to place their ser- 
vices at the disposal of non-Federated 
builders—without any charge or fee. 


An Appointment. 

Masor R. G. MorGan, M.C., 
A.R.I.B.A., of the Royal Engineers, Chief 
Architect and Building Surveyor in the 

Salford City Engineer’s department, has 
heen appointed Deputy City Engineer to 
fill a vacancy due to retirement. Applica- 
tion will be made for his release from the 
Army because of the urgency of Salford’s 
housing and reconstruction needs. He is 
aged 


Mr. Harvey Piper’s Estate. 

Mr. E. W. H. Piper, Hon. A.R.1.B.A., 
Clapham Common, S.W. (n.p. £19,423), 
left £21,483. 


Honour for London Surveyor. 

Mr. H. C. Hartanp, President of the 
london Master Builders’ Association, has 
received official notification that his son, 
Major Wilfred Scott Harland, Indian En- 
gineers, has again ween mentioned in 
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HOUSE IN HIGH STREET, MARLOW. 
Two tiers of bay windows whose ellipsed shadows strike a pattern in the smooth stucco 


wall surface. 


Date about 1800. Shown in the Georgian Group’s Exhibition, 


“* The 


Golden Age of Architecture.”’ 


despatches, this time for distinguished ser- 
vices with the 14th Army on the Burma 


Front. Major Harland, a chartered sur- 
veyor, was before the war a member of the 
staff of Messrs. Young and Brown, quan- 
tity surveyors. 
An Architect’s Estate. 

Mr. FREDERICK Brice  Hosss, 
F.R.I.B.A., of Liverpool, left £32,853 


gross, £32,035 net. He left £50 to the 
Architects’ Benevolent Society. 


COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, January 30. 
Housina CENTRE. Dr. Philip Boardman on 
‘ Patrick Geddes: Maker of the Future.”’ 13, 
Suffolk. street, S.W. 1.15 (buffet lunch, 12.45). 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. Mr. John_ Pilcher 
on ‘‘An Introduction to Far Eastern Thought 
and Architecture.’ 34, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 


6 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 31. 

Roya Society or Arts. Mr. G. Pierce Clingan 
(Liverpool City Building, Surveyor) on ‘ National 
Building Regulations. John Adam-street, 
Adelphi, W.C. 1.45 p.m. (sandwich lunch, 1 p.m.). 

INSTITUTE OF WeLDING. Discussion on “ Weld- 


ing in Higher Technical Education.”’ At Civil 
Engineers, S.W.1. 6 p.m. (tea, 5.30 p.m.). 
Thereday, February 


7 M. Webb 
Town and 
Caxton Hall. 


TowN PLanninG Institute. Mr. 
on “Reconstruction under the 
ee Planning Act, 1944.” 

$.W.1. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF 
V. E. Pullin on “ 
ing and Industry.” 
p.m. (tea, 5 p.m.). 


Saturday, February 3. 

ASSOCIATION OF BuILDING TECHNICIANS. Visit 
to Birmingham Experimental Houses. 3 p.m 
Details from Hon. Sec., F. W. Gregory, c/o 
— Tee and Gale, 39, Bennett’ shill, Birming: 
ham 


ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. Mr 
Surve ey of X-Rays in Engineer- 
Savoy-place, W.C.2, 5.30 


COMPETITION NEWS 


Westminster’s Housing Programme. 
Westminster Council considered yesterday 
(January 25) a proposal by Public Health 
and Housing Committee that Mr. Stanley 
C. Ramsey, F.R.I.B.A., be appointed 
assessor, at an inclusive fee of 750 guineas, 
of a competition comprising (i) the layout 
of the various buildings to be erected on 
86 acres abutting on Grosvenor-road, (ii) 
sketch plans and elevations of buildings to 
be erected on one portion (23 acres) of the 
site, and (iii) detailed plans, etc., with 
report on construction methods and with 
estimate, of buildings to be erected on a 
further portion of 103 acres of the site. 
The remaining 53 acres would be developed 
by private enterprise. The whole area is 
to be regarded as a “‘ neighbourhood unit.’ 


From The Builder of 1845. 
Saturday, January 25, 1845. 


Tue Pracve or WHITEWASH.—But worse 
than the plunder and havoc of mistaken 
zealots, worse than the ruin and altera- 
tions of ignorant churchwardens, is the 
pn of whitewash ... spreading its 
eprosy over plain surface and moulding, 
stone-carving and wood panelling, * and 
obscuring mural paintings, colour and 
gilding. 

»*, This extract from a contributed article would 
hardly have found favour with R. 

Lethaby, to whom the merits of limewash, for 
external use at all events, were known, and 
who, during his Surveyorship at Westminster, 
added a coat of the despised ‘‘ plague ” to the 
abbey’s north transept. 


D* 





DURHAM 


MR. THOMAS SHARP’S REPORT. 


THE proposal to construct a large power 
station in ‘proximity to the city of Durham 
brings forward the question of town plan- 
ning here as a matter of urgency, and a 
most valuable preliminary report on this 
has been prepared by Mr. Thomas Sharp,* 
which it is important to summarise before 
returning to the challenged proposal for 
the siting and design of the power station. 

The city, as is well known, has a situa- 
tion as romantic and spectacular as any 
in western Europe. It was, of course, its 
advantages for defence which first brought 
the city into being : the loop of the River 
Wear makes almost an island, the bottle- 
neck to the north of the peninsula being 
little more than 250 yards wide. Around 
this narrow oval the river valley is 100 ft. 
deep, with sides so steep that it may be 
tefmed a gorge, and right on the summit 
stands the great mass of the cathedral and 
the lesser one of the castle, dominating 
the country for miles around, though to 
the westward the level is even higher 
than that of the cathedral site, 

The old city is crowded into the northern 
end of the peninsula at the foot of the 
castle and approached by bridges over the 
river from east and west. Around the 
market-place here the main streets lead- 
ing into it are narrow and steep: Silver- 
street, 17 ft. 5in. wide, and gradient 
1 in 11; Fleshergate, 20 ft. 5in., and 1 in 
7; and Claypath, 26 ft. 7in., and 1 in 9. 


By Thomas 





* Cathedral City: A Plan for Durham. 
Sharp. The Architectural Press. Price 5s. 


*meeting-place 
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These streets and the bridges are quite 
inadequate for the traffic that crowds into 
them, averaging in each case from four 
to five thousand vehicles per day. It has 
long been visualised that two additional 
bridges are needed north of the present 
ones, and a loop road connecting the areas 
of the city to the east and west. A scheme 
for such a road was prepared by the 
County Council, but its execution was pre- 
vented by the outbreak of war. Mr. 
Sharp now proposes an alternative one 
which appears to have several advantages, 
including the provision of good sites for 
various public buildings and other accom- 
modations which are urgently needed. 

Durham has two main functions. One 
as an administrative and _ ecclesiastical 
centre, the other is its University, in which 
it is conjoined with Newcastle; in addi- 
tion to these it is a busy market town, 
with several ancillary industries, ee 
carpet-making, and it is a an annua 
when on ‘Big Day” 
thousands of miners and their wives flock 
into the city from all over the county, 
and fill the streets from side to side with 
massed bands and processions. 

After Oxford and Cambridge, Durham 
is the oldest university in the country, 
and the only other collegiate and resi- 
dential one. There are five colleges, all 
of which, together with their associated 
buildings in lecture rooms, library, students’ 
union, etc., are situated on the peninsula 
in and around the Castle buildings. Sup- 
plementing these theer are three Teachers’ 
Training Colleges, and three miles away 
the great Roman Catholic College of 
Ushaw, a unit of which occupies Burn 
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DURHAM : Diagram showing present uses in District. The letter A indicates position 
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Hall, with its extensive park at the 
southern end of this city area. Important 
though these educational and cultural 
functions are, grave deficiencies exist for 
which it is difficult to provide. While 
the peninsula makes a most appropriate 
and beautiful setting for the University, 
apart form the waa, of the city, it does 
not offer space for highly necessary new 
university buildings without destroying 
the existing attractive character of this 
area, and perhaps even of endangering 
the setting of the Cathedral itself. The 
general plan of the city seems to indicate 
that provision should be made for adminis- 
trative, cultural and social centres towards 


the east, and for industrial buildings 
northward. 
Despite the fine scenic setting of 


Durham, adequate provision does not yet 
appear to have been made for the 
preservation of this, and the amount of 
public open space is very limited. Mr. 
Sharp points out various measures that 
might be taken to preserve the most suit 
able land for parks, viewpoints, etc. It 
is not contemplated that the population 
of Durham will expand largely or rapidly, 
but it is most important that as a cultural 
centre its amenities should be preserved. 


The Power Station Site. 

This brings us to the controversy on the 
choice of a site only a mile to the north- 
east of the city for the construction of an 
electric power station on a large scale, 
and the effect of this on the scenic beauty 
of such a notable place. It is difficult to 
believe that this can be the only suitable 
site within an economically possible radius 
of some ten to fifteen miles; in fact, it 
has been jocularly suggested in view of 
this case, and that of Lincoln, that the 
electrical experts must be a particularly 
religious body, loving proximity to great 
cathedrals. On the dubious assumption 
that this is ‘‘ the only site,’’ the proposal 
to consult an eminent architect as to the 
details of the design helps very little 
unless he were permitted to review the 
programme from the start in matters of 
proportion, massing, and scale, so that the 
structure of the scheme may be qualified 
by the demands of amenity. 

It is regrettable that the programme for 
district. heating from power stations has 
not made faster progress in this country, 
as the utilisation of the heat, that now 
has to be cooled off in large towers, would 
drastically change the planning and accom- 
modation of the electric plant; tall 
chimneys need not be ugly, in fact, some 
distinctly graceful ones can be seen near 
St. Neots, west of the line from King’s 
Cross to the north. 

It cannot be denied that even at its 
best the proposed scheme will be a serious 
detriment to any view of Durham from the 
north or east, as from these points it will 
be in the foreground, dwarfing the city 
group by its scale and proximity. If. 
however, the case is decided in favour of 
the present proposals, let us hope that it 
will be conditionally on a well-qualified 
architect being in consultation from the 
start, so that the grouping and massing 
of the buildings shall be within the scope 
of his judgment, 

At the worst there remains this minor 
consolation, namely, that all the views 
of the city of Durham hitherto selected 
by artists as the more striking and 
dramatic ones have been from the west 
and south. Of the dozen chosen for illus- 
tration in this report on Durham, only 
one includes the position of the proposed 
power station, and even in that one, 
though it would be a detrimental feature, it 
would not dominate the picture. H. V. L. 
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THE CITY OF CORK TOWN 
PLAN 


‘Tue Sketch Development Plan for the 
City of Cork, prepared by the Town 
Planning consultant, Mr. Manning 
Robertson, was published by the Cor- 
poration in 1941. On October 3 last the 
consultant addressed a meeting of the 
Corporation, and, by invitation, other 
prominent citizens, at the University. He 
explained his proposals by means of slides. 
On the following evening a special meet- 
ing of the Corporation considered the 
proposals and adopted the seven principal 
suggestions :— 


1. The clearance of some 200 old houses 
clustered round St. Mary’s Cathedral, and 
the conversion of the area into gardens. 


2. Clearance round Elizabeth Fort, to 
reveal the rock upen which it stands ex- 
posed to view in terraced public gardens. 


5. The continuation of Academy-street 
to the river ‘so that the classical facade 
of St. Mary’s Church on Pope’s Quay 
would be: visible from St. Patrick’s-street. 

4. Clearance of some 14 acres on low- 
lying land in the central city, known as 
‘““The Marsh’”’ area; the site to remain 
clear of dwellings. 


5. Proposed new arterial road in the 
central city to link St. Patrick-street with 
the City Hall and to provide a vista of 
the City Hall from the G.P.O. 


6. A wide new bridge at the south end 
of Grand-parade, to open up the city 
area beyond the south channel. 


7. A ring road to be formed to a radius 
averaging about 14 mile from the G.P.O. 


WAR DAMAGE AT 


CANTERBURY 


By S. W. CRANFIELD, F.R.1.B.A. 


Ir is probably known to many readers 
of The Builder that Canterbury Cathedral 
has so far escaped serious damage by 
enemy action, but it may not be so widely 
known that the principal buildings of 
architectural and historic interest in and 
around the city have escaped all or serious 
injury. A very remarkable coincidence 
when one realises the large number of these 
buildings situate in such a small area. 

Although the precincts have suffered 
severely by the destruction and damage of 
houses occupied by the Cathedral clergy 
the Archbishop’s Palace has escaped. The 
King’s School buildings have suffered 
severe damage, but the unique Norman 
staircase has only been slightly damaged, 
although the school war memorial along- 
side has been destroyed almost entirely. 


The Kent County war memorial, ‘‘ The 
Garden of Remembrance,” to the east of 
the Cathedral has suffered only slight dam- 
age. Here again the modern stone Cross 
of Lorraine, erected in the garden has been 
damaged, and the more interesting and 
important feature of the memorial embody- 
ing a bastion of the mediaeval city walls, 
converted into a Chapel of Remembrance 
has escaped, while the Norman gateway 
to the garden has been only slightly dam- 
aged. Of the Cathedral buildings, the 
Library, Prior Selling’s Gateway to the 
‘‘Dark Entry,’’ and the Chapter House 
have alone been seriously damaged. Here 
again it was the 19th century library that 
received a direct hit which has compelled 
its demolition, and the Norman lavatory 
tower nearby escaped injury. The 14th cen- 
tury(Chapter House was not sofortunate, and 
its walls have been fractured but it re- 
mains in a condition to be used. The blast 
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TOWN PLANNING AT CORK. 
These illustrations are part of a collection of four “‘ popular ” sketch diagrams showing the effect 


of some of the central planning proposals on the 


“ before and after”? method. These were pre- 


pared by the consultant for use as slides in a lantern lecture, prior to consideration by the Corpora- 


The audience included members of the C 


tion. nber : 
principal public bodies in the city 


of bombs has shaken the more fragile 
architectural features, including arcading, 
window glazing and frames, and incendiary 
bombs have damaged the roof coverings, 
but so far no further serious damage has 
been reported. The old glass and many 
priceless relics were removed at the out. 
break of the war. 

Wolsey’s Christchurch Gate and_ the 
Norman gate leading into the Green Court 
with the Strangers’ Hall are undamaged, 
but the Forrens Gate to the north of the 
Green Court has not been so fortunate and 
has suffered severely. 

The city walls and bastions have been 
seriously damaged only in one place and 
the 14th century Westgate, the only sur- 
viving of the seven city gates, 1s unin- 
jured, together with the Roper Gateway 
in St. Dunstan-street and the Cemetery 
Gate by St. Augustine’s Abbey. The 
gateway to St. Augustine’s Abbey has 
been severely damaged. Within the city 
the Castle, Grey Friars Guest House, St. 
John’s Eastbridge Hospitatls and _ the 
Poor Priests’ Hospital in Stour-street have 
either entirely escaped or are only slightly 


‘orporation and (by invitation) members of the 
and other representative citizens. 


damaged. Of the parish churches St. 
George the Martyr is a ruin and St. Paul’s 
has been damaged; with these exceptions 
the other have escaped serious injury. 
Mercery-lane, with its old houses, the 
Weavers’ houses, by the Stour, Queen 
Elizabeth’s Chambers in the High-street, 
and the various groups of almshouses have 
escaped. The Dean’s Mill, the only re- 
maining water mill in the city, is working 
as usual. On the other hand, the Foun- 
tain and the Rose hotels have been com- 
pletely destroyed, the latter having only 
recently been converted into an excellent 
hostel for the troops, and some interesting 
old houses in Stour-street, Watling-street, 
Dover-street, and Lady Wotton’s Green 
have been destroyed, also the Corn Ex- 
change and covered market in the High- 
street. Houses and inns associated with 
Charles Dickens’ characters have been 
spared, with the reputed birthplace of 
Christopher Marlowe in St. Peter’s-street. 
On the outskirts of the city St. Martins 
Church, our oldest Christian church, and 
Lanfranc’s Leper Church at Harbledown 
are safe. 
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THE BRADY 


THIS BUILDING WAS ERECTED EN 1937 IN DURWARD-STREET, 
Whitechapel, E.; as a Boys’ Club, as part of the Brady 
Clubs and Settlement Though occupying a small site, 
ingenious planning has provided the necessary accom- 
modation for a club with a membership of over 200 boys 
which works well in operation. The lower ground and 


ground floors: contain the main hall, with lavatories, 








VIEW IN HALL, LOOKING TOWARDS STAGE. 
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BOYS’ CLUB, WHITECHAPEL, E. 








January 26 1945 J 


dressing-room, showers and service pantry, with a com- 
mon room, and on the upper floors are clubrooms and 
library. The building is of fire-resisting construction, 
with brick walls, concrete floors and internal steel frame. 
The windows are metal casements. White bricks were 
used in the elevations with a base of faience slabs and 
faience cills and copings. 


MESSRS. JOSEPH, 
FF.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECTS 
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A feature is made of the staircase window, which 














FIRST FLOOR DLAN. 


Slater, Ltd., and the sub-contractors were as follows :— 


continues through four floors with concrete architraves, Electric light, F. H. Wheeler and Co.; heating and hot 
mullions and projecting hood. The building is warmed water, J. H. Nicholson and Co., Ltd.; joinery, Rippers, 
by hot-water radiators. The clubroom floors are Ltd.; metal windows, Crittalls; tiles, Carter and Co.; 
cement screed covered with linoleum, with wood-block sanitary fittings John Bolding and Sons; ironmongery, 
flooring in the hall and tiled floors in the lavatories. Nettlefolds; stage curtains, Peter Jones, Ltd. The archi- 
The main contractors were Messrs. Gee, Walker and_ tects were Messrs. Joseph, FF.R.I.B.A. 


THE BRADY BOYS’ CLUB, DURWARD STREET, WHITECHAPEL, E. 
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TENDERING FOR HOUSING CONTRACTS 


BY S. HOOKWAY, F.S.I. 


“ It is a fundamental condition of good building that every contract shall be placed at a fair price with a responsible builder.” 
(‘‘ The Placing and Management of Building Contracts,” chapter 3, para. 37.) 
‘* We regard this method (the obligatory acceptance of the lowest tender in open competition) of placing contracts as being contrary 


to the interests both of the building owner and of the building industry.” 


( ldem, para. 41.) 


“In view of the seriousness of the damage done to the building industry by this method of placing contracts, we trust that 
Government Departments will find some means of avoiding any undue risk there may be in entrusting the discretion we propose to 
(The discretion here proposed is that the local authority should invite firms to apply for 
permission to tender, and from these applicants only a limited number, of equal standing and adjudged capability, should be invited 
to submit tenders, thus maintaining at least selective open competition.) 

Ina review in “ The Builder” of November 17 of the Report from which the above quotations are taken, the pointed question was 
put :—‘ Is not the basic trouble here that the competitive system is to a large extent no longer in existence, and where it still is, is 
doomed ?”” Almost the only competition left in a controlled industry, it is pointed out, is competition over the amount of profit required. 


local authorities.” (Idem. para. 43.) 


Ir is a commonplace observation that in 
the face of difficult alternative policies the 
national characteristic is to seek a com- 
promise. In pondering on the quotations 
cited above, after a detailed study of the 
Report from which they are taken, and 
in reaction to the incisive query of 7'he 
Builder, it has appeared to the writer that 
another approach to the problem might be 
considered, wherein a compromise could be 
found that would achieve the end recom- 
mended by the Central Council for Works 
and Buildings in the Keport, and at the 
same time infuse sufficient competition into 
an admittedly uncompetitive field, so as to 
avoid, on the one hand, the pitfalls of 
building on a cost-reimbursement system 
(either the penny plain “plus” or the 
twopence coloured “ target ’’), and on the 
other hand the thorny path of cut-throat 
competition, and eventual shoddy building. 

The problem that faces us is simple in 
outline, but massive in its bulk and beset 
with difficulties at every approach, like a 
distant mountain range of which the foot- 
hills are hidden in the ground haze. The 
Report refers to “‘ a great and exhilarating 
prospect for the building industry.’”’ Its 
simple outline is that four million houses 
are required to be built in ten years; and 
this by an industry that will certainly be 
short of adequately trained man-power at 
the outset, that will have to carry on 
under the uncomfortable harness of con- 
trols in both labour and materials, and 
that will have to cope concurrently with 
the beginning of the tremendous issues of 
post-war reconstruction in every other 
phase besides housing. 


The placing of this work, circumscribed 
as it will be by these restrictive influences, 
calls rather for a new approach than an 
attempt to bend to its needs a system that 
grew out of other and iess urgent prob- 
lems; the more particularly if we desire 
to retain the ‘‘ small man” in business, 
the man who always was a builder, rather 
than see the industry overrun by specula- 
tors who never were builders, but who see 
in this housing business their main chance 
as ‘‘ post-war prospectors.’’ But it will be 
so much the better for the eventual return 
to enterprising building if the framework 
of competitive tendering among real 
builders can be retained. A new system 
of tendering requires to be devised which 
will be conducive to this desirable end. 

The first necessity would be a national 
register of house builders. This is an esseu- 
tial step towards being able to place con- 
tracts with responsible builders, and the 
groundwork for it is already existent, both 
‘Departmentally and within the industry. 
It would be an advantage to the suggested 
ideas herein put forward if firms admitted 
to the register were graded into categories 
according to output capacity—say, firms 
able to undertake at one time up to 10 
houses, up to 25, up to 100, and over 100. 

The next necessity would be the promul- 
gation by the Ministry of Works with the 
co-operation of the Chartered Surveyors’ 
Institution and the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers of a Standard 
Schedule of Prices for Housing Work, to 
run in couple with the abridged method of 
measurement that is expected to be forth- 
coming for work in this category, follow- 


ing the recommendation of the Central 
Council for Works and Buildings. 

With these preliminary features estab- 
lished, the prelude to obtaining tenders 
would be that a local authority ready to 
proceed with a housing scheme would ap- 
point a quantity surveyor, who, working 
in collaboration with their housing archi- 
tect and other technical advisers, would 
assess a “‘ local value’’ to the work pro- 
posed, accepting as a basis the currently 
dated Standard Schedule of Prices for 
Housing. That is to say, the local rates 
of wages would be taken into account, and 
local factors relating to material supplies, 
transport, site conditions, and so forth. 
From these considerations the leading 
items in the Schedule of Prices would be 
adjusted where necessary to suit local 
levels, as for instance :— 

Concrete. Two and a half per cent. off 
Schedule, with controlled price of cement 
at 60s. per ton, delivered ; the contractor 
to obtain his sand and aggregate locally 
at prices to his own negotiation (suc 
would apply where ample local sources 
of stone were available). 

Brickwork. Four per cent. on 
Schedule, with bricks obtained from 
yards at A or B at 85s. per 1,000, de- 
livered ; cement and sand as before. 

Roof Tiling. Six per cent. on 
Schedule, with tiles obtained from C at 
145s. per 1,000, in trucks at railway 
station. 

This amendment might be known as the 
Adjusted Local Price Schedule. It would 
act as a sort of ‘‘ vernier,’’ and it would be 
followed by a general over-all adjustment 
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of the Standard Schedule, graduated to 
local requirements on lines, for example, 
as follows :— 

For contracts let for :— 

Single pairs of houses, 14 per cent. on 
Schedule (as adjusted). 

Groups of 10 houses, 1 per cent. off 
Schedule (as adjusted). 

Groups of 24 houses, 24 per cent. off 
Schedule (as adjusted). 

Whole scheme of 100 houses, 4 per cent. 
off Schedule (as adjusted). se 

This might be known as the Specific 
Tender Graduation. It would be the 
object of the quantity surveyor so to assess 
the value, by means of the compensating 
factors of the adjusted local prices and 
the specific tender graduation, that an 
estimate definitely related to the scheme 
in hand would be produced. This estimate 
should be designed to hold a margin for 
profit only, but nothing for establishment 
charges. tea 

Tenders would now be invited by ad- 
vertisement on the basis of the adjusted 
local prices and the specific tender gradua- 
tion, and contractors would be asked to 
quote only a ‘‘cover’’ for establishment 
charges or management fee. There would 
now have to be devised some limiting or 
eliminating factors so that the number of 
firms tendering might be kept within 
proper bounds, and to this end it would 
have to be established policy that accep- 
tance within certain limits above the 
lowest fee quoted would be absolutely at 
the discretion of the local authority. 

The advertised invitation to tender 
(including conditions not necessarily ad- 
vertised) might run somewhat on these 
lines :— 

Tenders are invited from registered 
housing contractors for the erection of 50 
houses (type specified) at A in the urban 
district of B. The work will be let on 
the standard schedule of prices for hous- 
ing with adjusted local prices as follows : 

[Here insert details.] 

The specific tender graduation will be 
as follows :— 

[Here insert details and time allowed 

for each group.] 

Contractors desirous of tendering will 
be required to submit the undermentioned 
particulars to the urban district council 
on the forms to be obtained from the 
offices of the Council :— 

(a) Firm’s registration number and out- 
put category. Se 

(b) Number of houses it is offered to 
erect, 

(c) Lump-sum fee per house for manage- 
ment. 

(d) Whether the time for completion 
shown in the specific tender graduation is 
accepted, or alternative proposal put for- 
ward. 

(e) The number of houses under con- 
struction at date of tender by the contrac- 
tor within a radius of (20 miles) of the 
scheme here tendered for. 

Allotments will be made giving prefer- 
ence (other things being equal) to firms 
whose head office or permanently estab- 
lished branch office is within the radius 
mentioned at (e. 

In the event of several offers being made 
at equal level, or otherwise at the discre- 
tion of the Council, allotments will be 
made to local firms considered best able 
to undertake the -work having regard to 
their present commitments as at (e), or 
alternatively allotments will be made by 
ballot. 

A word shouldbe said with regard to 
variation of prices and rates of wages. 
Variation of prices of materials would be 
recoverable (by either side) only where de-_ 
clared in the basic rates quoted in the 
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standard schedule of prices or the ad- 
justed local prices. Rise and fall of wages 
could be dealt with by one of two 
methods: either by detailed calculation 
from’ the’ basic rates ut time'of tender (as 
is present practice) or by interim valua- 
tion. - The latter method’ could be well 
adapted to this class of work and would 
save the very considerable: amount of 
clerical time that goes to the preparation 
and checking of detailed wages variation 
claims. For this a valuation table would 
be prepared in advance by the quantity 
surveyor, showing the percentage of varia- 
tion in rates for measured work corre- 
sponding to a penny per hour variation 
in craftsmen’s wages as compared with 
basic rates at date of tender, and as 
related to each trade or group of trades, 
The table might read as follows :— 
Builders’ work executed in the under- 
mentioned groups. 








Joiner, plasterer, painter 





Bricklayer, carpenter, plumber 





Concretor, drainlayer, tiler, smith, glazier 
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mental or industrial. (2) There would be 
competition in so far as the quoted fee 
for management was concerned, but when 
it became clear to contractors that cutting 
this fee to ni would not necessarily bring 
the contract home, the tendency would be 
to obtain true fee quotations. (3) The 
interests both of the building industry 
and of the employer or taxpayer would be 
safeguarded from the derogatory effects of 
demand exceeding supply. (4) Local build 
ing firms would have a measure of protec 
tion against ‘‘all comers’’; and _ firms 
whose capacity was already replete would 
be discouraged from trying to corner the 
market. (5) The all-important factor of 
time to any given scheme could be taken 
into account in relation to the various 
offers. Thus it might be found that by 
splitting the contract to three firms, even 


Percentage plus or minus equivalent to 


| 1d. per hour rise or fall. 





2 per cent. 





24 per cent. 





3 per cent. 





Excavator .. 





On notification of a proposed variation 


in wages the building owner’s quantity 
surveyor would attend at the site on the 
day prior to the variation becoming effec- 
tive and would prepare an approximate 
valuation of the works (in agreement with 
the contractor’s surveyor) detailed in 
trades. On completion of the contract, 
when the final bills were prepared, the 
interim valuation would be deducted from 
the total valuation, trade for trade, and 
the percentages in the valuation table 
would be applied to the remainders, thus 
obtaining the agreed figure for rise or fall. 


P.c. sums would be left out of both 
veckonings. 
The advantages to be derived from 


tendering on these lines are essentially in 
parallel with the recommendations of the 
Central Council’s report. (1) Every con- 
tract would be placed at a fair price; and 
since the prices would be published there 
need be no anxiety about the risk of any- 
one trying to temper the wind to any 
particular shorn lamb. The adequacy of 
the quantity surveyor’s assessment would 
be open to scrutiny by any properly 
appointed technical assessor, either depart- 





MR. J. S. GALBRAITH, the New President 


4 per cent. 


at a slightly increased fee, the time might 


be shortened as compared with one firm 
taking over the whole scheme. (6) De- 
tailed quantities would not be required in 
advance. Approximate quantities would 
suffice for the adjusted local price stage. 
Detailed quantities could then be taken 
out whilst the work was proceeding, or 
the work could be measured in progress. 
as it would have to be up to dampcourse 
level. (7) Considerable saving would be 
effected in technical men’s time, both 
quantity surveyors and contractors’ esti- 
mators. The laborious and wasteful fac- 
tor of dozens of men pricing interminable 
schedules would be eliminated. 

And as a further advantage this method 
would be good propaganda ‘where the 
report of the Central Council urges a 
“national campaign to bring home to the 
workers in the industry . . . and to the 
nation as a whole what the building 
industry means to the future.” (Chapter 
7, paragraph 75.) It used to be well 
known among smaller contractors that the 
keen workmen were usually interested to 
know ‘‘ what the gaffer got out of it.” 
Here the operatives would be assured that 
no fancy profits were being got out of it. 
And, furthermore, if it should be desired 
to continue with a system of payment by 
results, the groundwork will be ready- 
made, for the operatiyes’ schedules could 
be worked from exactly the same basic 
formulas as the ‘‘ gaffer’s,”” thereby ensur- 
ing that distribution of profit was equitable 
as between the builder and operative. 


THE L.M.B.A. PRESIDENT 


Mr. J. 8S. Gasrairu, the new President 
of the L.M.B.A., is chairman and manag- 
ing director of Galbraith Bros., Ltd., the 
family firm founded in 1884 by his grand- 
father in Upper Holloway, later trans- 
ferred to Camberwell Green. During its 
sixty years’ life the firm has carried out 
many important building contracts in and 
round London. 

Mr. Galbraith, educated partly in New 
Zealand and later at Alleyn’s School, Dul- 
wich, has spent his entire adult life with 
his own firm. For the past 15 years he 
has been a member of the Council of the 
London Master Builders’- Association, and 
has acted in turn as its hon. treasurer, 


of the London Master Builders’ Association.» junior and senior vice-president, 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 


sional and other matters of interest to our readers,. 


it must be understood that we do not necessaril 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who i] 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
us possible.] 


** Education and the Registration 
Council.” 
To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 

Srr,—I have read with interest the lead- 
ing article in your issue of January 12 on 
‘Education and the Registration Coun- 
cil.”” In it attention is twice called to 
refusal by the Council even to investigate 
the question of making grants to students 
working in offices. It is also stated that 
it seems clear that the Board alone has 
considered the subject, and, further, 
refers to the uncompromising attitude of 
the Registration Council. The facts are 
that when the matter first came before the 
Council they referred it to the Board of 
Architectural Education, who examined 
the question and reported back. It then 
came before the Council, who discussed 
the question at length and came to its Ge- 
cision. In the light of these facts the 
comments in your leading article do less 
than justice to the Council. 

It is undoubtedly true, as stated in your 
leader, that the whole subject is a thorny 
one. It is also, or should be, a matter of 
interest to the public as well as to the 
architectural profession. I therefore hope 
you will allow me space to deal with the 
matter. 

I should make it clear at the outset that 
those who have guided architectural edu- 
cation during the past years have always 
kept in the forefront of their minds the 
fact that entry to the architectural pro- 
fession may be gained by two means— 
either by taking a full-time course at a 
Recognised School of Architecture, or by 
taking the qualifying examinations ex- 
ternally after preparation by part-time or 
evening study, or “by correspondence 
courses. It is true that full-time training 
is generally regarded as the best method, 
and those responsible are constantly seek- 
ing means of improving that system, but 
the fact that the A.R.C.U.K. decided not 
to expend part of their Maintenance 
Scholarship Fund in grants for students 
working in offices does not mean that the 
existence of these students is disregarded 
or that their training is neglected. Very 
much the reverse is the case, for the 
R.I.B.A. have for many years done all 
they can to improve the instruction avail- 
able to them, and, as has been pointed out 
in your leading article, they publish lists 
of schools with facilities for the instruc- 
tion of intending architects. Space will 
not permit me to enumerate the various 
means by which contact is maintained be- 
tween the profession and these schools. 

Turning to the question of grants for 
students working in offices, the following 
are some of the questions involved. It 
must be rethembered that any scheme 
would have to be worked on a nation-wide 
basis, taking account of tuition by corre- 
spondence as well as by part-time and 
evening classes, and it would be virtually 
impossible so to assess the resulting spate 
of applications from assistants all over 
the country as to be sure that grants were 
only made to those satisfying the test of 
poverty plus ‘promise. 

The expense of attending evening classes 
is so remarkably low—fees ranging from 
12s. 6d. to about 40s. per annum—that any 
assistant in normal employment should be 
able to meet it out of his earnings. 

_ The test set by the Act of Parliament 
is financial need, and the Council would 
consequently be faced with the almost 


THE BUILDER 


insuperable task of examining minutely 
the financial circumstances of hundreds of 
applicants in order to sift out the few, if 
any, promising assistants so underpaid or 


faced with such heavy financial responsi-, 


bilities that they cannot find the very 
small funds necessary to meet the cost of 
evening classes. The administrative ex- 
pense of carrying out such a scheme would 
be out of all proportion to the amount to 
be expended, 

Money from the A.R.C.U.K. funds laid 
out on such a system would mean so much 
the less available for poor boys of promise 
to have the best training for their pro- 
fiadion, and there will be little enough 
money for this purpose even with the 
additional amount resulting from the 
increased retention fee. 

Another point which bears on the ques- 
tion is that students can, in certain cir- 
cumstances, apply for assistance from 
most Local Education Authorities; and, 
further, ex-Service students can obtain 
generous assistance under the Govern- 
ment’s ‘‘ Eurther Education and Training 
Scheme,”’ which applies to full-time, part- 
time, and evening courses, and, in certain 
circumstances, to correspondence courses. 

The crux of the matter is that with the 
amount available, in whatever proportion 
the Maintenance Scholarship Fund might 
be divided between grants for full-time 
training, and to students in offices, it 
would not be possible—even could it be 
shown to be necessary—to devise a suit- 
able scheme of grants directed to the best 
educational interests of students in offices, 
which could also be operated satisfactorily 
and fairly. 

It was on considerations such as those I 
have set out that the Board advised the 
Council not to divert any of its Mainten- 
ance Scholarship Fund, but to continue to 
use it to enable poor students of promise, 
including those in offices, to undergo full- 
time training at a Recognised School. 


Bastt M. Svttivan, 


Chairman of the Board of Architec- 
tural Education and Member of the 
Architects Registration Council. 
68, Fortland-place, W.1. 


| * Community Centres. 
Td tHE Epiror or The Builder. 

Srr,+-In your review of the Ministry of 
Education Report on Community Centres 
(in the| issue of January 12), there appears 
the statement : ‘‘ It is true that there are 
objections to the dual use of buildings— 
particularly when shared by adults and 
young |people, and even by boys and girls 
—but in view of the urgent need and the 
shortage of building labour, this may have 
ta be (olerated in some cases.’ 

It is generally considered that if any 
youth organisation is to function satisfac- 
torily, not only is it essential that its 
accommodation should be distinct from 
that of the adult community centre, but 
that there must be provision for boys’ and 
girls’ activities to be carried on separ 
ately, even in a mixed club. With the 
difficulty that there will be in providing 
any sort of building for youth work, the 
planning must be such that the full use of 
the building is ensured. 

The plan illustrated in your review 
shows a Community Centre suitable for 
5,000 to 10,000 families, and it is provided 
with a separate wing for youth. It is 
intended that this limited special accom- 
modation shall be supplemented by the 
use of certain other rooms in the adult 
part of the centre, as well as by gymnasia 
in adjoining schools. On the basis of the 
figures given, the building will have to 
serve for some 450 boys and girls of club 
age. 
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If boys’ and girls’ activities are to’be 
separated, an entrance for each group 1s 
desirable, giving direct access to their own 
rooms. The entrance, controlled by the 
leader’s office, should give directly to the 
club room, so that the active use of the 
building is immediately apparent. The 
room for communal activities, in which 
the canteen is sited, should be placed 
between the two club rooms. 

Tf the foregoing assumptions are true, 
which experience shows to be the case, 
examination of the published plan will 
show the unsuitability of its provisions. 
Not only are girls and boys well mixed 
up in the entrance hall and corridor, but 
to ensure that mixing is thoroughly com- 
plete the boys’ lavatory is placed opposite 
to the girls’ club room and the girls’ lava- 
tory adjacent to the boys’ room. The plan 
can be further criticised on economical 
grounds; to provide useful floor space of 
2,580 sq. ft., nearly 2,000 sq. ft. is devoted 
to corridors, lavatories, etc. 
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AIREARRANGEMENT OF THE M. OF E. 
COMMUNITY CENTRE PLAN. 


It is suggested that a rearrangement, as 
shown on the accompanying plan, would 
give a more economical and more workable 
building. - The rooms are of the same size 
as those in the plan illustrated in the 
Report, but it must be pointed out that 
these would provide for, at’ most, 50 boys 
and 40 girls in the two games rooms. 

With regard to the adult centre, one 
cannot feel that there would ever be a 
club atmosphere in so institutional a build- 
ing, while the ‘‘ good canteen,” of which 
the Report speaks, is sadly lacking. It is 
felt that the common room and the en- 
trance hall might usefully be combined, 


with the kitchen serving on to the centre 


of one of the long walls. In other words, 
the plan shape should revert to that of 
the oldest of the community. centres, the 
public-house. This, in the better exam- 
ples, does give an atmosphere of good 
fellowship immediately it is entered. 

On a point of detail, the reading room 
and the adult games room might well be 
changed round. The reading room would 
then be in the quieter part of the building, 
instead of adjoining the corridor, down 
which, as planned, the younger members 
of the centre would race, if not on their 
way from the games rooms to the craft. 
rooms, then certainly in the opposite 
direction. . 

A, B, Waters, A.R.I.B.A:,. 
Consulting Architect, N.A.B.C. 
17, Bedford-square, W.C.1. bg 
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]. B. Fulton. 
To rue Epitor or The Builder. 


Srr,—I was interested to see, in read- 
ing Mr. Darcy Braddell’s final , reminis- 
cencés, that among the list of terrific 
draughtsmen he mentioned the name of 
Fulton, and was surprised to learn that he 
had never won the Pugin prize of the 
R.1.B.A. He did, nevertheless, out- 
distance George Drysdale in that he won 
the Tite Prize, the Silver Medal, the 
Soane Medallion and the Grissell Medal 
within a pens of four years, taking one 
each year from 1899 to 1903. 

I was in his office for three or four 
years and can support everything Mr. 
Braddell says about the quality of the 
work turned out. by men of his type at 
that time. He never stopped drawing. 
Time after time I have known him work 
day and night without going to bed for 
three or four days on end, and the amount 
of paper covered and the perfection of 
the work put on the paper would stagger 
the modern student of architecture. 

Pulton himself was an extraordinary 
character. He used to draw in detail direct 
in ink without the slightest hesitation, 
inchiding figure work, invariably of a 
monumental character, and the women of 
a terrifying ugliness. When he wanted a 
holiday he would go out into the country 
and make the most perfect and delicate 
pencil sketches of plants and flowers and 
do them by the dozen. 

I shall never forget him, and it has 
always seemed to me a tragedy that he 
should have died at such an early age. 1 
always thought that his early death was 
due to the fact that although he was over 
age he considered it hig duty to join the 
Army in the last war as a private soldier, 
and the training, naturally, was too much 
for a man who had worked at his pro- 
fession with the intensity indicated above 

THomAs BRADDOCK. 

London 8.W.1. 


Temporary Housing: Are We Working 
on the Right Lines? 
Be rus Epitor or The Builder. 

Sin,—I attended a _ meeting lately, 
rather by chance, where a short talk fol- 
lowed by a discussion was given on 
‘Housing in’ the First Two Years After 
the War.” The speakers, without excep- 
tion, were agreed that : 

t. It would take at least six months for 
a factory to get ready before it could 
begin to produce prefabricated houses. 

The cost of such preparation would 
be extremely heavy. 

3. Because of (2) no factory management 
would be willing to embark on such pre- 
paration unless it had the promise of very 
substantial orders. 

4. Unless a°large number of factories 
were to be in production the total result 
would be almost negligible and would only 
lead to bitter disappointment for the ex- 
pectant tenants. 

5. At present no orders on such a scale 
could -be ‘placed, as the war still requires 
our utmost efforts. 

Finally, it séemed to be generally agreed 
that, for at least twoyears after the conclu- 
sion of the war in the West, there would be 
nothing but cdénfusion and disappointment 
in regard to Housing. 

During the discussion it was very clearly 
implied (and emphasised specifically by 
the chairman), that the standards as set 
by the Portal house and similar efforts 
must under mo possible circumstances be 
lowered. Thesé standards embrace an 
elaborate group- of the most up-to-date 
labour-saving appliances and a system of 
construction which should defy the ele- 
ments for 50 years, whereas, in fact, they 
are only required to fill a ten-year gap. 
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When, therefore, we come to consider 
all these points, the question becomes 
more and more insistent—are we working 
on the right lines in regard to Temporary 
Housing? 

If the setting of these high standards 
of equipment and material militate against 
speedy and ample production, could not 
some simpler building be devised which 
would meet the emergency demand and be 
capable of far speedier and more widely 
spread production? Are we not, in fact, 
in danger of sacrificing the immediate cry- 
ing need’ to an ideal. by which we have 
become obsessed, which will of necessity 
put a devastating brake on output? And 
are we justified (or wise) in spending so 
much money on something that we keep 
on assuring ourselves is only intended to 
last for a very limited period? 

Let us first consider who are the people 
likely to need the temporary houses, pend- 
ing the building of their permanent homes. 
The. majority of them will be young 
married couples. Where do these couples 
live now? In hundreds of thousands of 
cases the man.is in the Army, spending 
a good deal of his time in a slit trench, 
and the woman is almost certainly work- 
ing in a factory, and probably living in 
a single room, where she has to cook, 
launder and house the baby (and the 
husband when he is on leave). If no sort of 
house is ready when the man finally comes 
home the couple will have to go on living 
in one room, or at any rate in extremely 
cramped quarters, often sharing the neces- 
sary conveniencies with others, to their 
mutual discomfort. 4 

Then let us consider the possibility of a 
simpler, genuinely temporary building. 
This, surely, could be a small cottage unit, 
with the simplest accommodation and out- 
fit, and formed chiefly of timber. Shortage 
of timber will, of course, immediately be 
predicted. But it is hard to believe that, 
if the Government sets its mind'to the 
problem, sufficient quantities could not 
be imported in a very short time once the 
western war is over. As soon as the 
timber was here (it can he unloaded in 
ports all round this island) the work of 
building could start forthwith. ‘There 
would be no time lag while factories were 
being converted at immense cost; and, 
because such building wo iid be scattered 
in the very widest manne, the craftsman 
and labourer would be abl¢ to get back to 
his home county, where ke will hope to 
settle, and not be direc fod to crowded 
industrial centres, as he would be if the 
complicated permanent-tdmporary house 
had to be factory-made in the necessary 
tens of thousands. 


I contend that, in view of these facts, 
the Government’s extremely competent ex- 
perts should work out plans for some 
réally simple houselets; consisting of :— 
Living-room, with an ordinary portable 
cottage range, with asbestos flue; scullery 
recess, with sink and gas cooker (where 
gas is available); utility room, containing 
bath, copper, wash-tub; two bedrooms; 
larder and fuel cupboards; and attached 
to the house but with outside access, a 
properly fitted chemical or earth closet. 


If full drainage is available the houses 
would naturally be fitted with water 
closets, but. the elimination of solid sewage 
does make it possible to tuck such house- 
lets into many situations where a solid 
sewage treatment would be well-nigh im- 
possible, or, at any rate, extremely ex- 
pensive. (The suggestion for earth closets 
can, of course, only apply where there is 
space for some sort of garden). I am fully 
aware that this suggestion may be con- 
sidered highly reactionary, but we are 
dealing with an emergency and the neces- 
sity for immediate solution is over-riding. 
The hygienic modern chemical or earth 
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closet should not be confused with the 
pestilent privy of our ancestors. 

Such a cottage could be built direet 
on the spot, or could be assembled from 
a series of prefabricated panels, one con- 
taining a window, another a door, another 
being quite plain, The sheathing would 
be added afterwards so as to avoid the 
weakness of joints. The panels would be 
formed of 4 in. by 2 in. studs, framed into 
hgad and cill. When assembled ‘these 
would be covered with 4 in. wood sheath- 
ing, a skin of craft paper or the equiva- 
lent added, and finally covered with or- 
dinary weather-boarding, fixed horizont- 
ally. As the life of the structure is to be 
only ten years, no form of dressing would 
be necessary. 

Internally the studding would be 
covered with asbestos or other fire-resist- 
ing material. The floors would be of 
solid concrete, which would form the 
foundation. platform on which the struc- 
ture would be built, but under the con- 
crete there must be a good layer of broken 
brick or cinders, as such a layer 
thoroughly insulates the concrete from the 
chill of solid earth. Finally, the whole 
floor would be covered with really thick 
linoleum (battleship a clipped 
down tight at all outside edges by quarter 
round wood fillets, nailed to the skirting. 
There would be a low-pitched ridged roof, 
covered with 1 in. rough boarding, laid 
diagonally, and covered again with tarred 
felt, or something similar, but of better 
quality. The ceilings would be covered 
with material similar to the walls; ply- 
wood, if obtainable and if sufficiently” fire- 
resisting, might be used for wall and ceil- 
ing covering. 

In England there is hardly a village 
where there is not some small builder 
fully capable of putting up such a struc- 
ture, without any prefabrication, while 
a handy, man (and every ex-soldier will 
belong to that legion) would be able to 
assemble the prefabricated parts. 

The plumbing, too, would be of the 
simplest—a cistern, a small run of piping 
and a sink or two. As there would be no 
solid sewage, the drainage and the treat- 
ment of the effluent would present no 
difficulties. Tha alectric supply—where 
available—would be carried overhead. 

Surely a young married couple would 
infinitely prefer to have such a house to 
themselves and at once, with the pro- 
spect of a larger and A ene house as 
their family increased, rather than be 
forced to jive, if only for @ year or 
two, in desperately cramped or ill-adapted 
quarters, with the final home still only a 
distant vision glimpsed through the tem- 
porary Portal. Which way leads to con- 
tentment? Are we not at present trying 
to give the: temporary ali the qualities 
of the permanent, and so sabotaging the 
whole building programme? 


Horace Farquuarson, F.R.1.B.A. 
London, W.1. 
*,* Other letters are unavoidably held oyer.—p. 


R.1.B.A. ELECTIONS. 


On January ‘16 the following members 
were elected :— 


As Fetitows (4).—Donald Brooke (Liverpool) ; 
Edward Foulkes Davies, B.Arch. (Liverpool) 
(Aberdeen); Eric Lester Treadaway Hoare (Lona- 
don); Major Ronald Ward, R.B. (London). 

As Associates (6).—G. D. Farrow (King’s Col- 
lege (University of Durham); . Hunt, 
Regent-street’ Poly, London); Miss F. M. Mar- 

uis aa College of Art); J. O. B 

c 


Murray, _B.Arch. (University College, Dublin); 
W. N. Parker, B.Arch. (Liv.) (University of 
Liverpool); Capt. A. R. Yarrow (London). 


As Licentiates .(7).—H: J. M. Austin (London) ; 
J. Brereton (Barry, South Wales); R. L. H 
(London); Major D. E. M. Ingram, R.E. 
(Richmond, Surrey); A. H.. Millington (Pinner) ; 
Commander, R. T. Taggart, R.N.V.R. (Belfast) ; 
A. Waite (Calder Grove, Yorks). 
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TEMPORARY HOUSING 


CONFERENCE AT THE HOUSING 
CENTRE. 

On Friday, January 12, a conference was 
held at 13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1, on 
Housing in the First Two Years after the 
War. In the morning an address was given 
by Miss J. G. Ledeboer, A.R.I.B.A., on 
the design and equipment of dwellings. 
After Iunch Mr. Sheppard, 
A.R.LB.A., was the lecturer at a meet- 
ing over which Sir George Burt presided. 

Mr. SuHepparp said his subject was the 
methods of construction likely to be used 
in the years immediately following the 
war. He found it impossible to say how 
long any particular phase of the emergency 
which would then exist would last. After 
the war the housing problem would be an 
accentuation of one which had assumed 
large dimensions before the war, and we 
should have to build as many houses as 
we could. Talking about temporary and 
short-lived houses misled people by causing 
them to assume that we must build tem- 
porary houses first, and afterwards settle 
down to permanent ones; but obviously 
we should be able to build orthodox per- 
manent houses as well as a large number 
of others of more or less unorthodox design 
and construction, and whether the latter 
were described as temporary or prefabri- 
cated did not matter. The important thing 
was that methods would be used for them 
such as had not been much used before the 
war, and that there would be a still greater 
use of machinery. He did not think the 
difference usually made between orthodox 
and prefabricated houses could be main- 
tained: certain types of prefabricated 
houses were similar to the permanent ones. 
The number of orthodox houses would be 
limited by the labour problem : as to the 
position with materials, he did not think 
this could be assessed. 

The number of houses built immediately 
after the war would be greater than in 
1919-20, but it would be insufficient and, 
so far as orthodox house production was 
concerned, he did not anticipate any great 
change in methods or materials, but besides 
the greater use of machinery there would 
be a more scientific standard of measuring 
houses than had existed before the war, 
when quality of construction had depended 
on local by-laws framed to secure sound 
construction rather than warmth, comfort, 
convenience, and economy in upkeep. A 
committee over which Sir George Burt had 
presided had produced a report at the 
heginning of last year, in which standards 
had been laid down for such thing; as 
insulation against temperature and sound, 
while important suggestions had been made 
as to standards of construction. If these 
standards were operated we should see a 
better method of construction than we had 
before the war. 

An enormous number of prototype 
houses had been built. These were usually 
intended to be temporary; but nobody 
could tell how long it might be possible 
to occupy a temporary house : after fifteen 
years it might still be good, and we might 
not be able to replace it. The cost of 
these houses was generally just under £1 
per foot super, and there were several 
methods of construction claiming a much 
longer life and costing no more than these 
temporary houses. 

The idea of temporary houses had been 
favoured because local authorities were 
unwilling to accept prefabricated houses as 
part of a permanent housing scheme. He 
would not distinguish between permanent 
and temporary houses ; those at the Tate 
Gallery could easily be made- into- per- 
manent houses with some alterations of 


THE BUILDER 


design and upgrading of area, etc. Their 
method of construction was very similar 
to that for some permanent houses. A 
number of permaennt houses had been built 
as prototypes having tremendous advan- 
tages in the way of output; and these 
could be made to form a satisfactory solu- 
tion in point of price ang in other respects. 
We must not expect many prefabricated 
houses in the months immediately following 
the war: most of the systems used steel 
frames or panels, although some used 
timber or concrete, and steel frames could 
not be produced quickly until the neces- 
sary work had been done in tooling plants, 
so that after the decision to build pre- 
fabricated houses there would be a time-lag 
of from fifteen months to two years before 
the houses were erected in large numbers. 
Most of the steel-frame houses employed 
light sheeting materials, leaving cavities in 
the walls which provided a lodgment for 
vermin; and this must be provided against 
in some way. Prefabricated houses con- 
forming to the standards laid down by the 
Burt Report would be warm and dry, and 
would have a good deal of sound insula- 
tion: the latter was difficult to secure, 
whether by orthodox methods of construc- 
tion or prefabrication. 

There were three ways of using steel in 
building a house. First was the skyscraper 
frame of heavy rolled sections. The second 
type was the panel frame, using light- 
gauge metal to form a series of panels 
which were structural, and could be 
assembled in different combinations as 


required for walls, doors,. window open- 
ings, etc., on one, two or three floors. A 
third method was the use of steel in the 
,form of pressed-steel panels; the Portal 
house was the best example of a house 
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produced by this method. It was econo- 
mical, rigid, technically interesting, and 
had greater possibilities than were claimed 
for it. Enormous progress had been made 
in the anti-corrosion treatment of steel 
during the war, and chemical tests sug- 
gested that a life of forty, fifty or sixty 
years might be expected for light-gauge 
steel. A fairly high degree of thermal 
insulation could be. provided, and there 
was a wide range of surface treatment for 
exteriors. The sheet-steel house might 
employ plywood linings as well as steel 
ones. 

Concrete building might be less impor- 
tant in the immediate post-war period 
than steel, but from 1919 to 1925 there 
had been fifty or sixty different methods 
of construction, using concrete as a frame 
in combination with solid slabbing mate- 
rials for wall construction. They were 
not more economical in construction than 
brick-built houses, but there was an ad- 
vantage in that they employed. other types 
of labour, and an expensive plant was not 
necessary as in the case of steel. Con- 
crete systems would be used extensively 
in the immediate post-war period. The 
City Engineer of Glasgow had produced 
a system of pre-cast slab construction in 
concrete of light-weight and high-thermal 
insulation, and there was great promise 
for such material after the war. There 
was much doubt about what the: timber 
situation. would be; if the material was 
available there were a number of systems 
of construction by which satisfactory 
houses could be produced. . 

Apart from timber-frame houses there 
were types of stressed skin structures em- 
ploying plywood, and so on. This method 
of house construction was still in the ex- 
perimental stage, but a number of such 
houses had been built which appeared 
satisfactory, in fact, as good as brick. 

Tue CHarrMAN said that if a temporary 
house was to be comfortable it must be 
so built that it would last at least thirty 
years. If prefabrication was to be of any 
use there must be a long-term policy. No 
manufacturer could plan for such produc- 
tion unless he was assured of his market, 
and he would want an output of perhaps 
ten thousand a year. There was no serious 
technical problem, but we must not have 
more than a dozen types at the most. The 
local authority must be told. ‘‘ There are 
these different types; how many do you 
want of each?”’ 

Another lecture followed by Mr. George 
Fairweather, F.R.I.B.A. Miss E. E. 
Halton presided. 

Mr. FAIRWEATHER said that permanent 
construction implied the sensible use of 
materials. All materials were essentially 
permanent; temporary construction im- 
plied in practice that particular attention 
had not been paid to the need for endur- 
ance. The essentials of correct design 
for building might be summarised as : 
(a) knowledge of the functional require- 
ments, e.g., what load had to be borne; 
(b) knowledge of the properties of mate- 
rials. such as their strength; and (c) an 
understanding of the general principles 
such as stress and insulation against tem- , 
perature and sound. As to (a), many of 
the elementary requirements of function 
as thev should be fulfilled in a building, 
could be stated in scientific terms. The 
Burt Committee had defined such require- 
ments, and its recommendations were 
being embodied in Codes of Practice. The 
properties of materials as concerning ele- 
mentary requirements could also be deter- 
mined by test and stated in scientific 
terms. Given.a knowledge of the general 
principles applying ‘in the different circum- 
stances arising in building, an approvriate 











selection amd arrangemen: of materials 
could generally be made by a scientific 
process; but while this was a useful ad- 
vance on rule-of-thumb methods, we could 
not claim to have yet produced a perfect 
formula to achieve the best results in 
building. There were many gaps in our 


knowledge of elementary requirements, ' 


also in our knowledge of the properties 
of materials. Load and strength were 
examples of eonditions that had been 
sensibly valued, but insulation against 
temperature and sound were examples of 
others that had not been. In the absence 
of the knowledge necessary to ensure dura- 
bility in all essentials within limits of 
economy, he suggested that the general 
principles of applied design should be, 
first, that buildings must be durable 
against loadings, and, next, that they 
must be durable against weather. New 
problems arose with new and untried 
methods. 

A discussion followed. In reply to one 
speaker, Mr. Fairweather said we must 
be. open-minded in such matters as flat 
roofs and new materials. Reasonably 
applied, these could make a useful con- 
tribution to the.solution of the housing 
problem. 

THe CHAIRMAN Said we might be pressed 
into hasty building after the war. Local 
authorities and everybody else concerned 
should staré planning now. 


A NOTABLE PRESIDENCY 
ROM A CORRESPONDENT. 


Wirn the passing of Mr. Harland from 
the Presidential chair, the London Master 
Builders’ Association loses more than a 
figurehead. For Mr. Harland is a person- 
ality who leaves a mark on whatever he 
touches, and if it be true to say, as indeed 
it is, that the reputation of the L.M.B.A. 
never stood higher, this is in no small 
measure due to the unceasing work Mr. 
Harland has put in during the two years 
he has directed its destinies. _ 

Directed is the right word, for in a very 
real sense Mr. Harland has directed things. 
To him the President was no mere chair- 
man, listening to divergent views and 
summing up the discussion. As he saw it, 
the Presidency was at once an opportunity 
and a challenge, an opportunity to do a 
job of work, or, as he usually puts it, “‘a 
job of works,” for the Association and the 
industry ; a challenge to the holder of the 
office to pass it on with added importance 
and prestige to his successor. { 

Mr. Harland seized the opportunity and 
accepted the challenge, and in season, and 
sometimes perhaps out of season, he 
talked- L.M.B.A., thought L.M.B.A. and 
preached L.M.B.A. The full fruits of his 
energy have not yet been qptmeres : 

Mr. Harland was specially fortunate in 
being able to give so much of his time to 
the L.M.B.A., and for that he and its 
members have to thank his partner and 
coll e, Mr. John Laing, who accepted 
pres the added burdens which Mr. 
Harland’s absence threw on his shoulders. 

His vacation of the chair does not mean 
the departure of Mr. Harland from active 
work for the L.M.B.A. As the elder states- 
man, he is certain to be in demand both 
on L.M,B.A. and National Federation 
Committees and on the various joint 
bodies, with the Government, with the 
operatives, with the architects and the 
surveyors. And as Immediate Past Presi- 
dent he becomes automatically Chairman 
of the Area Chairmen’s Conference, a posi- 
tion which will renrge w in. import- 
ance as building and rebuilding progresses 
in the London boroughs. 

The good work he has done in the past 
two years wil] certainly live after him. 
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REPAIRING RAID DAMAGE 


SIR M. TRUSTRAM EVE’S ADDRESS TO 
THE L.M.B,A, 


Str Matcotm Trustram Eve, K:C., the 
head of the London Repairs Exccutive, 
was the guest. of honour at the luncheon 
and annual meeting of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, held at the Dorches- 
ter Hotel on Thursday, January 18. Mr. 
H. C. Harland, the President, was in the 
chair. 

Addressing the meeting, Sir Malcolm 
said he would be a much-disappointed man 
—and, incidentally, a very poor prophet— 
if 10 weeks hence there were many of the 
719,000 bomb-damaged houses in London 
that had not been restored to a condition 
of tolerable comfort. 

None of those concerned—master 
builders, operatives, local authorities and 
their staffs, Government representatives— 
had anything to be ashamed of in the pro- 
gress achieved. That large team was 
producing really encouraging results. It 

ad been announced on Wednesday that 
51 per cent. of the 719,000 houses were 
now repaired and made tolerably comfort- 
able—a task which had consumed about 
1,700,000 man-weeks. About 1,300,000 
man-weeks remained to be consumed by 
March 31 if the labour force remained the 
same. Up to date every completion had 
taken on the average 4.6 man-weeks. To 
finish the job by March 31 that figure must 
go down to four man-weeks. 

No doubt we had some bad weather 
ahead, and possibly some interruption to 
expect from the enemy ; but this was a job 
the rhythm of which was improving all] the 
time, and a great deal of part-done work 
had not been reckoned in the completions, 
‘* But,”’ he continued, ‘‘ we shall all have 
to go flat out for the next 10 weeks, I want 
every ounce out of every master and every 
man in that period.’”’ To make the homes 
of about 3,000,000 Londoners decent again 
was a task worth all their efforts; it’ was, 
he supposed, the greatest job of repair 
ever undertaken ‘in this country, and 
possibly anywhere else. 
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They had had to introduce a somewhat 
rigid standard of repair, for two reasons; 
first, because without it a large number 
of householders would not have the repairs 
done to their houses in time; and, 
secondly, because the standard was de- 
signed to fit the material position, so that 
every one got sufficient materials, including 
the substitutes, to carry out the work. 
Everybody should get this standard before 
anybody exceeded it. Some transfers of 
labour and of contractors would be needed 
to give a fair share to everybody: they must 
move labour to areas which had not had 
the proper amount. More labour was also 
needed.. He felt sure there was some, 
within daily travelling distance of London, 
that was not employed on this job, and 
they would take every step they could to 
try to get it. 

Summarising the work in 1944 of the 
War Damage Commission, of which he is 
chairman, Sir Malcolm ram Eve said 
that 1,000,000 properties in this country 
received their first damage in that year, 
involving the Commission in the receipt of 
1,670,000 separate notifications. Of 390,000 
cost-of-works claims received, 355,000 were 
due for immediate payment. In spite of 
their troubles in 1944, the number of claims 
in arrears had increased only by 9,000. In 
addition, 610,000 classifications of damaged 
properties had been made during the year. 

A hearty vote of thanks to Sir Malcolm 
was proposed by Mr. W. E. Rice and 
seconded by Mr. Clifford Trollope. 


The President's Address. 

In his presidential address to the meet- 
ing Mr. H. C. Harzanp said that the out- 
standing job of the year had been the 
Mulberry Harbours. That undertaking 
was a huge one, and in so far as they gave 
up building trade labour they were co- 
partners in that great scheme. 

‘“The great job’ before us now,’’ said 
Mr. Harland, ‘‘ and during the next few 
months is the tremendous one of repairing 
bomb damage in London. It is a colossal 
task, but we are setting our faces to it 
with grim determination. In the past the 
papers have criticised the speed of the job, 
the apparent lack of interest by work- 
people, the shortage of materials, the lax 
organisation of Government Departments 
and local authorities. I would like to 
say that, generally speaking, everything 
that has been humanly possible has been 
done to ensure quick returns from the 





labour and materials expended. The task 
of the Departments and local authorities 
has been great, but they have all nobly 
responded, and I would like to say that 
the operatives, with isolated exceptions, of 
which we all know, have responded mag- 
nificently and have given us of their best. 

‘*T am glad to say that the Government 
is now taking the industry more into its 
confidence, and is delegating more work 
to it so that lack of organisation and 
possible causes for complaint should dis- 
appear. 
*“‘ The second stage is rebuilding. Here, 
unfortunately, we are still in the stage of 
dreams and visions. By all means let us 
see visions and dream dreams, for without 
vision the people perish. But while we 
allow our minds to soar, let us keep our 
feet on the ground. Eminent ‘architects 
have been called in. They have prepared 
great. plans which are going to take a 
generation to carry out. But what of the 
trade and industry of the country in the 
meantime ? 

‘* Here I raise my voice in solemn warn- 
ing. By all means let us have our great 
plans : by all means let us have our better 
‘ Britain. But let us not forget the old 
Britain while these. great plans are 
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inaterialising. Within these plans pro- 
vision must be found for rehousing the 
industries of London without compelling 
industrialists to leave our great city and 
saying to our inhabitants ‘ You can live 
here no longer.’ There is ample space to 
accommodate industry and its workers in 
healthy surroundings within the confines 
of Greater London and yet to retain vast 
open spaces for air, recreation and enjoy- 
ment. Let our planners keep this in 
view. 

““Work, houses, food—these are the 
demands to-day. Immediate difficulties 
must be solved in a practical way, so that 
the building industry may get to work. 
Then, given the tools, it will not fail the 
country.” 


L.M.B.A. ANNUAL MEETING 


At the annual meeting of the London 
Master Builders’ Association in the Dor- 
chester Hotel, Mr. J. 8. Galbraith, chair- 
man and managing director of Galbraith 
Bros., Ltd., was unanimously elected 
president in succession to Mr. H. C. Har- 
land, who has held the position for the 
last two years. 

The other office-bearers for the year are 
as follows: Senior vice-president, Mr. 
E. W. Garrett, chairman and_ joint 
managing director of J. Garrett and Son, 
Ltd.; junior vice-president, Mr. Philip 
Smallwood, managing director of Fredk. 
Smith and Co. (Builders), Ltd., who was 
last year’s hon. treasurer; and hon. 
treasurer, Mr. D. C, Burgess, managing 
director of E. H. Burgess, Ltd. 


Annual Report. : 

The 73rd.annual report of the London 
Master Buildérs’ Association shows that 
during the past year progress has been 
made in all phases of activity. Since 
June, practically the whole of the Asso- 
ciation’s resources, ably supported by 
volunteers from the “provinces, has been 
concentrated on repairing London’s houses. 
This has brought about a wholesale direc- 
tion and redirection of labour with conse- 
quent waste of the resources and experi- 
ence of the smaller firms. The Council 
are continuing to represent the particular 
and direct interests of the smaller London 
firms, and whilst the situation is still far 
from satisfactory, there has been sound 
improvement. During the year, 148 new 
members have been added. The report 
gives a good idea of the originating and 
widespread work done in Council and Com- 
mittees on behalf of London builders. 


Areas’ New Chairmen. 

Following the annual meetings of the 
L.M.B.A.’s various areas, the following 
chairmen have been elected for 1945 :— 

Area No. 1.—Mr. Nigel Hannen 
(Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd.). 

Area No. 2.—Mr. A. W. Yeomans (Yeo- 
mang and Partners, Ltd.). Y 

Area No. 3.—Mr. B. Silk (Silk and Son, 
Ltd.). 

Area No. 4.—Mr. Norman Blaxill 
(Blaxill Bros. (Builders), Ltd.). 

Area No. 5.—Major G. P. Parker (Geo, 
Parker and Sons, Ltd.). 

Northern Area.—Mr. J. W. *Shipp 
{Cottrell and Shipp, Ltd.). 

North-Eastern Area.—Mr. K. Foster 
(C. S. Foster and Sons). : 

South-Eastern Area.—Mr. H. H. Friday 
(Friday and Sons, Ltd.). 

Southern Area.—Mr. E. N. Grace (Grace 
and Marsh, Ltd.). 

South-Western Area.—Mr. 8. J. Gaze 
(W. H. Gaze and Sons, Ltd.). 

North-Western Area.—Mr. C. L. Bailey 
(J. Lawson and Co., Ltd.). 
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OBITUARY 


Arthur T. Bolton, F.R.1.B.A., F.S.A. 

The death took place on January 17, 
suddenly, of Mr, Arthur Thomas Bolton, 
F.R.I.B.A., F.S.A., Curator of Sir John 
Seane’s Musenm, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
and of 14, Westbourne Park-road, Pad- 
dington, W.2. He was 80. 

Mr. Bolton, who was the second son of 
Thomas Bolton, of the Sanctuary, West- 
minster, was born in 1864. He was edu- 
cated at Haileybury, and articled to Sir 
R. W. Edis, F.S.A., and also studied 
architecture at University College and the 
Architectural Association, where he be- 


came the first master of the day school. 
After working with R. Phené Spiers, 
F.8.A., and some foreign travel, he 


started practice in Westminster in 1890, 
having been elected an Associate of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects in 
1888. Appropriately, in view of his future 
office, Bolton was Soane Medallist in 1893, 
and two years later he won the silver 
Essay Medal of the R.I.B.A., of which he 
became Fellow in 1909. He did not design 
much architecture; perhaps his most im- 
portant works were the Hamburg-America 
Line building (with Harry Stock) the P. 
& O. office, the Allan Line building in 
Cockspur-street, and Ingram House, 
Stockwell. 

His publications included ‘‘ An Essay 
on the Influence of Literature on Archi- 
tecture’’; ‘‘ Mosaic Pavings, Pompeii’”’ ; 
““On the Dome as the Basis of an Archi- 
tectural System’’; ‘‘Chilham Castle”’; 
“‘ Jacobean Architecture and the Early 
Work of Inigo Jones”’; ‘‘ The Architec- 
ture of R. and J. Adam’”’; and various 
publications relating to Sir John Soane’s 
Museum. His greatest work was the joint 
editorship (with Mr. Duncan Hendry) of 
the 20 volumes of the Wren Society's 
publication, of which the final volume 
appeared only last week. These form a 
fitting memorial to him. 

Bolton served on the Art and Litera- 
ture Committees of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, and he was past vice- 
president of the Architectural Association. 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY 


PLANNING ACT, 1944—4. 


By W. T. CRESWELL, K.C. 


Sections 47 to 56 deal with finance and 
provisions for borrowing, works below 
high-water mark, power of entry of 
planning authorities for survey and valua- 
tion, special powers over ecclesiastical pro- 
perty, special provisions as to London— 
and other matters. 


Part Il, Sections 57 to 62. 

Sections 57 to 58.—This part regulates 
the compensation for land bought for 
public services by authorities, and it also 
contains the much-disputed clauses regard- 
ing compensation. 

Except where the land falls under the 
Acquisition of Land (Assessment of Com- 
pensation) Act, 1919, Section 2, Rule (5), 
the purchase price of interest in land so 
acquired within five years of this Act 
shall be governed be A prices current on 
March 31, 1939, including compensation 
for damage due to the severance of the 
land from other land, or for injury to 
others caused by the kind of use made of 
the land bought. 

Subject to Schedule 7 of this Act, the 
above applies also to land acquired to be 
redeveloped with other land, dwelling- 
houses to which the Rent and Mortgage 
Interest (Restrictions) Acts, 1920 and 
1925, apply, and agricultural holdings. 

Owner occupiers of buildings or of 
certain agricultural holdings may receive 
supplementary compensation if deemed 
just and deserved. 

Compensation is to be on either of two 
bases (1) For fee simple, 30 per cent. of 
value of building as referred to prices 
current on March 31, 1939; (2) For a 
tenancy the difference between the above 
and a figure referred to prices 30 per 
cent. above those prices current on March 
31, 1939. These are the maxima. In the 
case of agricultural property, it is assumed 
that the land was under a permanent 
restriction to be used as such, at the above 
date. 

In all these cases, where a cost of works 
payment for war damage is appropriate, 
the compensation is assessed as assuming 
that the building or property was, immedi- 
ately before damage, in like condition to 
that on March 31, 1939. And in the 
absence of war damage, that the building 
or property was, at the date of the notice 
to treat, in the same condition as on March 
31, 1939. The person entitled to compensa- 
tion is the ‘‘owner-occupier.”’ Trustees 
may be subject to special modifications of 
the Lord Chancellor. 

One who occupies a part of the building, 
wholly or mainly, as incident to his em- 
ployment by the actual owner, is not 
deemed an occupier—such are managers 
and caretakers. 

Also, if an occupier is under an agree- 
ment having more than five years yet to 
run, but also under a reservation that the 
landlord may enter at the cessation of hos- 
tilities, any impediment to the right to 
enter is to be disregarded if the war ends 
before the term expires. 

No compensation is payable where it 
can be shown that entry or occupation has 
been made for the purpose of compensa- 
tion if this would not otherwise have been 
payable. 

Section 59 regulates supplementary com- 
pensation for ‘‘ improvement’ made after 
March 31, 1939. 

Section 60.—The foregoing supplemen- 
tary compensations may be agreed, or de- 
termined by an arbitrator; but a County 
Court has jurisdiction to decide a claim 
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to be an ‘‘owner-occupier’’ under this 
Act, and questions of law which may 


emerge during arbitration. The arbitrators 
(appointed under the Acquisition of Land 
(Assessment of Compensation) Act, 1919), 
shall have the powers given therein except 
as otherwise provided in this Act. The 
Treasury has discretion to intervene and 
to refer cases to Parliament. 

Where two unequal sums are arrived at 
under two alternative provisions, the 
person entitled shall receive the greater 
and forfeit the lesser; plus interest simi- 
lar to that on the compensation amount. 

Section 61.—Where compensation is to 
be ascertained for the compulsory pur- 
chase of ‘‘ the whole of the hereditament ”’ 
(see War Damage Act, 1943), Schedule 8 
of this Act shall apply in assessing its 
value after war damage. 

Section 62.—Where there is entry before 
compensation is paid the Treasury may 
prescribe an adequate rate of interest. 

Part Il. Section 63.—New regulations 
madé under this Act shall be laid promptly 
before Parliament; and within 40 “ sit- 
ting ’’ days of Parliament they may be 
voided by Parliament. No prejudice 
arises against things already done or 
towards newer regulations. Such regula- 
tions are not affected by the Rules 
lication Act, 1893, Section 1 (4). 

Section 64.—An official arbitrator, 
appointed as above, shall have like powers 
as he has under the Act of 1919, except 
as otherwise provided by this. Act. 


Further Definitions of Terms used. 

‘* Reasonably beneficial use.”’—Land is 
deemed incapable of this if the buildings 
on it have suffered such war damage as 
to make it incapable of use as beneficial 
as the use it was previously capable of. 

Conversely, land is deemed capable of 
this if it has been made, or the proposed 
development would make it, capable of as 
beneficial a use as it was before. 

‘* Statutory undertakings” are those for 
providing public transport by road, rail or 
water, including docks, harbours, piers, 
and lighthouses ; also those for electricity, 
gas and water supply when authorised by 
Act of Parliament. 

“* Avpropriate Ministers’’ are the Min- 
isters of War Transport, of Fuel and 
Power, the Minister of Health, etc., 
according as the undertakings in question 
lie in their spheres, variously. 

‘‘Common Land”’ includes land under 
the Inclosure Acts, 1845 to 1882 (commons, 
village greens, ete..). 


“Open Spaces’’ are public gardens or 
recreation grounds, or disused burial 
grounds. 


2? 


An ‘‘ owner-occupier’”’ is one in occupa- 
tion of a building or agricultural property 
at the time of service of notice to treat, 
or if the damage is so extensive as to have 
excluded him, or if he were actually in 
possession when any authority took pos- 
session, or if he is entitled to enter within 
five years and he can show a reasonable 
intention to do so and carry out necessary 
repairs. 

‘* Prescribed ”’ means as by the Minister 
(T. and C. Planning) unless otherwise de- 
fined. 

‘‘ Ecclesiastical wroperty’’ is that be- 
longing to a benefice or forming part of a 
church or burial ground and subject to the 
jurisdiction of the bishop of the diocese. 

The KEcclesiastial Commissioners are re- 
garded as ‘‘owners’”’ for the purposes of 
this Act. 

‘** Local planning authority,’ as defined 
in the Principal Act of 1932, Section 2. 

‘* Valuation office’? means that of the 
Inland Revenue Department. 


(T'o be continued.) 
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SOUTHERN COUNTIES 


FEDERATION 


MR. GRAY ON NATIONAL 
REORGANISATION. 


REFERENCE to the new Wages Councils 
Bill, introduced into the House of Com- 
mons last week by the Minister of Labour, 
was made by Mr. J. G. Gray, J.P., 
President of the National Federation, at 
the luncheon following the annual meet- 
ing, on January 18, of the Southern 
Counties Federation of Building Trades 
Employers. The new President, Mr. 
W. H. Mussellwhite, J.P., M._LO.B. 
(Basingstoke), was in the chair. 

““T shall not discuss its provisions, 
which as relating to the logical extensions 
of Trades Boards contain much of merit,”’ 
said Mr. Gray. ‘‘ Whether or not it will 
tend to separatist activities in our industry, 
with all its weakening effects, and whether 
it will tend to the sapping of industrial 
self-determination and the substitution of 
Government and political influence in 
matters concerning wages and conditions, 
remains to be seen. It is, however, sig- 
nificant that the Bill continues the pro- 
visions of the Conditions of Employment 
and National Arbitration Order of 1940 
for a period of five years after the 
cessation of the Order.’’ Mr. Gray fore- 
told the continuance of many other of the 
war-time Regulations and Orders for a 
long time after the war is ended. These, 
he said, would sorely try the building 
industry, which could only thrive in an 
atmosphere of freedom for enterprise. 

As to future housing, Mr. Gray ex- 
pressed the fear that their scheme for 
temporary houses might result in great 
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disappointment, both in regard to produc- 
tion and cost. ‘‘ The greatest factor in 
the production of good houses is private 
enterprise, and the most _ satisfactory 
methods of construction will be found to 
be those evolved from the traditional 
methods of building and the expansion 
and judicious use of the methods of pre- 
fabricating component parts. It is not 
good that local authorities should be 
encouraged to take over, by compulsory 
purchase orders, land in the possession of 
private enterprise, in many cases already 
planned and partially developed. If enter- 
prise is left to exercise its industry, inven- 
tiveness, energies and resourcefulness, then 
all that is required will be forthcoming and 
houses will be produced in ever-increasing 
numbers; this has been the result in the 
past, 


National Reorganisation. 

‘““In the matter of our Federation,”’ 
concluded the speaker, ‘‘ there is one 
outstanding matter of importance in 
which I should like to see further and 
better progress made, and that is in the 
revision of our constitution and in our 
reorganisation. I am satisfied that we 
should be a completely integrated body of 
employers dealing with all major ques- 
tions and all matters of policy at national 
level, with devolution of administration of 
local affairs to local or area units of suit- 
able size. Within the framework of the 
integrated national organisation there 
should be a place for every craft and 
specialised interest to pursue its own 
special interest in conformity with - the 
policy nationally prescribed as necessary 
for the. well-being of the industry as a 
whole.”’ 

Mr. (who mentioned that the 
of the Southern Counties 
Federation had increased during the past 
year by 300 to a present figure of 1,600) 
was speaking in response to the toast of 
‘‘The National Federation,’ proposed by 
Tue Presipent (Mr. Mussellwhite), who 
caused some laughter. by saying that 
‘“there was a time when one thought of 
the National Federation as a benevolent 
old lady who always arrived just in time 
to miss the bus.’”’ As one got closer and 
saw the difficult problems for oneself, one 
got a clearer idea of what was happening. 
The leaders of the National Federation 
were alive to the problems and did their 
best to meet them with the support of the 
regional Federations. Here the Southern 
Counties had made a full contribution, of 
which they could justly be proud. 

Much had been said of the need for 
efficiency in building. No doubt there 
was a great deal of truth in it, but some- 
times it was forgotten that the basic 
foundation was sound craftsmanship. He 
would be sorry to see the time come when 
the craftsman was prouder of doing a job 
quickly than of doing it well. 

THe Prestpent concluded by paying 
tributes to Mr. Gray and to Sir Jonah 
Walker Smith’ (Director of the National 
Federation). 

The toast of ‘‘ The Guests’? was 
felicitously proposed by the immediate 
Past-President, Mr. G. O.. Swayne, 
M.I.0.B. In response, CouNCILLOR 
C. G. Brancnarp (Regional Secretary, 
N.F.B.T.O.) paid a warm tribute to the 
officers and staff of the Southern Counties 
Federation, and in particular to Mr. 8S. R. 
Gerdes, the secretary, ‘‘than whom,” 
said Mr. Blanchard, ‘* no operatives could 
have a more loyal colleague to walk hand- 
in-hand with. That has got to be the 
spirit- of the future. We must march 
with the times, and we have got to tell 
yovernments, of whatever complexion, 
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that we are the people to control the 
destinies of our own trade of building.”’ 


The Annual Report. 

The Federation’s annual report gives 
evidence of a busy and useful year under 
the able and inspiring presidency of Mr. 
G. O. Swayne, who has worked through- 
out his year unsparingly in the Federa- 
tion’s interests. The report, in reviewing 
the trend of the year, states: ‘‘ The two 
points which stand out beyond all others 
are (i) that no Government will succeed 
in post-war reconstruction without the 
utmost collaboration with the industry, 
not only in carrying out the work but in 
planning what must be done; and (i) that 
the key to whether or not the industry 
will effectively be a stabilising influence in 
the post-war economy, and to the not 
unreasonable desire of the operatives for an 
increased standard of living, and _ the 
building up of the labour force which is 
necessary, is increased output and im- 
proved and more efficient methods of 
production.”’ ial 

The report»shows that the Federation is 
being active in the matter of apprentice- 
ship and has suggested an allocation be- 
tween Associations proportionately to 
wage-roll. The Council has decided to 
place an organisation secretary in each of 
four areas into which the Region has been 
divided, and headquarters will be at 
Oxford, Horsham, Southampton and Maid- 
stone. 

Membership stands at 1,616—an increase 
of 312 during the year. This compares 
with a figure of 512 in 1939. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Yorkj/Monuments. (Arts and Crafts in 

\ ,AMork series.) By J. B. Morrewt. 

4)"~ London : Batsford, for the Yorkshire 
Gazette. £3 3s. viii and 131 pp., in- 
cluding frontispiece and xc pl. 

The literature of tomb-monuments does 

not appear to be large; putting aside 
gigantic early tomes like Weever (1631) and 
Gough (1796), and the comprehensive but 
still bulky Brindley and Weatherley 
(1887), one has to rely for nt 
purposes on Crossley’s English Churce 
Monuments (1921) for the medieval 
period, and Mrs. Esdaile’s English Monu- 
mental Sculpture (1927) for the Renais- 
sance. Purely local studies seem to be 
uncommon ; the Warburg’s Society’s photo- 
graphs of Westminster Abbey monuments 
(one had almost written ‘ atrocities ’’) 
published in the Architectural Review of 
July, 1943, and February, 1944, are a use- 
ful contribution. The present work is a 
model of what might be done in every 
city. 
The chronological scope is very wide; 
the earliest—judging by the dates of 
death, which are not necessarily those of 
the monuments—are of c. 1255 and on- 
ward, and the latest are memorials of the 
first Great War, so that the greater part 
of Crossley, the whole of Esdaile and 
much more are overlapped. For the 
Renaissance ones, a comparison of this 
index with that of Esdaile shows about 
20 sculptors treated in both, with a host 
‘of others, including local men, in addition. 
Though most subjects are internal, there 
is one churchyard monument (modern) ; in 
addition to free-standing and mural 
examples, a few ‘‘ ledger-stones ’’ (incised 
floor-slabs) are included. 

The variation in design within the 
limited form-conventions of each period .s 
greatly intriguing, and the later types 
compare well with the good national selec- 
tion in Weaver’s and in Batsford and 
Godfrey’s works (1915, 1916). Among 


modern works a surprisingly uninspired 





THE BUILDER 


wall-tablet by C. F. A. Voysey is shown 
(pl. Ixxxviii). 

Although the monuments themselves 
are the dominant interest, the book can- 
not fail to interest lovers of the ancient 
city of York when it is found that the 
buildings from which the selected monu- 
ments are drawn include, in addition to 
the Minster, no fewer than 17 churches 
or similar buildings, many obscure and 
curiously named, as well as four from 
neighbouring towns or villages. A key 
plan of the city, showing the position of 
these, and also one of the Minster locating 
the individual monuments, would have 
been useful and interesting. 

The book is well produced on thick 
calendered paper, and the photographs are 
mostly notable enlightenments of gloomy 
corners. The arrangement of plates after 
text in each chapter is good, but the 
placing of the summary lists before the 
text instead of after is curious. The index 
makes the common fault of omitting 
subject-words like ‘‘cartouches’’ and 
‘‘ledger-stones’’ and vocation-terms like 
‘‘alabasterer’’; no distinction in type 
is made, as would have been useful, be- 
tween sculptors and other personoges: 

; a Se 2 


Haw 36 Study an Old Church. By A. 
/.NeEEDHAM, F.R.S.A., A.M.C., with an 


T Introduction by J. Lrrrizsouns, R.I. 


London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd. Price 
6s. net. 

There are many books on the subject of 
old churches and their furnishings, but 
we do not recall one ‘that covers exactly 
the ground of the book under notice. The 
aim in this, while doing justice to the 
more important architectural and struc- 
tural features, is to give a pictorial record 
of the exterior and interior details of old 
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churches—sueh as lych-gates, tombs and 
headstones, monuments, fonts and font- 
covers, Carvings in wood and _ stone. 
hatchments, and so forth. There are some 
450 clear pen-and-ink drawings by the 
author, together with informative notes. 
There are also accounts of costume, em 
blems and monograms. The book should 
appeal not only to the student but to the 
general reader. 


Bellamy’s Workmen’s Compensation 
Tables. (Second Edition.) London : 
Butterworth & Co. (Publishers), Ltd. 
Price 7s. 6d. 

This is the work of a specialist who has 
produced tables, comprehensive and easy 
to use, with up-to-date examples of the 
assessment of compensation under the 
Workmen’s Compensation Acts, 1925-43. 
Every lawyer knows how useful it is to 
have at hand the working out on some 
convenient and authoritative basis the 
compensation which (on proof of claim) _ 
should be given in any case he has to 
plead. These tables can be relied upon 
tor the purpose. Even the layman should 
be able to follow the instructions given 
for using them. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Reconstruction of Small Houses. 

Sir Irvine ALBery asked the Minister 
of Health if small houses which were 
being reconstructed on a cost of works 
basis were reinstated in detail or whether 
obsolescent and uneconomical features 
were eliminated. 

Mr. WILLINK said it was not intended 
that such features should be reproduced 
in houses owned by local authorities that 
were being reinstated. The question of 
reinstating a house in a form different 
from its form immediately before the 
occurrence of the war damage was a 
matter primarily for the owner to decide, 
but he would be well advised to consult 
the War Damage Commission, since the 
amount of the Commission’s payment 
might be affected. 


Temporary Houses in London. 

Mr. SORENSEN asked the Minister of 
Health how many temporary houses or 
hutments had been, and’ were being. 
erected in the London area; and if he 
would state, approximately, the total 
number of applications made for accom- 
modation hy those who had lost their 
homes in the Metropolitan police area 
and the number of houses in this area 
that had been vacated by the Army or 
the R.A.F., but that were not being used 
for civilian accommodation. 

Mr. WILLINK said that 3,500 hutments 
had been supplied, of which 365 had been 
completed, and 1,636 were in hand. The 
number of applications made for accom- 
modation of all kinds by homeless 
families was about 23,000. The answer to 
the last part of the question was 12. 


Brickwork and Payment by Results. 

Mr. Viant asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works 
whether he could state the number of 
bricks actually being laid per working 
day under the operation: of the system of 
payment by results; and whether there 
was any rule laid down by the brick- 
layers’ trade unions which regulated the 
daily output of their members. 

Mr. Hicks said that inquiry had shown 
that during the three months ended April 
30, 1943, on 372 sites for which accurate 
reports had been a the number of 
bricks laid per bricklayer per 10-hour 
day on brickwork left rough was :— 


4 in. brickwork 650 
9in, yy 780 
14 in. <i 870 


For brickwork pointed one side, the 
apace were 560, 700 and 790, respectively. 
Those figures spoke for themselves. 
There was no trade union rule restricting 
output in any way. 
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LAW REPORT 


BUILDERS’ MASON’S CLAIM FOR 
WAGES AGAINST EMPLOYERS. 
Court or APPEAL. 


Before the Master or THE Rois and 
Lorps Justices Mackinnon and Du 
Parca. 


Holland v. William Sanders and Son. 


This case, which raised an important 
question under the Conditions of Employ- 
ment and National Arbitration Order, 
1940, came before the Court on the appeal 
of the defendants, Messrs. William Sanders 
and Son, builders and public works con- 
tractors, of South Molton, Devon, from the 
judgment of Mr. Justice Humphreys in 
the King’s Bench Division in favour of 
the plaintiff, Mr. F. C. Holland, a builders’ 
mason. 

Mr. Holland brought the action to 
recover from the defendants £103 15s. as 
the balance of wages he alleged due to him 
in respect of a period of employment from 
July 13, 1940, until August. 24, 1942. 


Mr, Holland was paid by the defendants 
wages in accordance with the scale then 
being paid by them to other employees of 
the same grade, but Mr. Holland con- 
tended that in the district in which he 
was employed there were in force terms 
and conditions of employment which had 
been settled by machinery by negotiation 
between organisations of employers and 
trade unions, representatives of substan- 
tial proportions of the employers and 
workmen engaged in the trade within the 
meaning of paragraph 5 of the Conditions 
of Employment and National Arbitration 
Orders, 1940. Mr. Holland alleged that 
the defendants, in breach of that para- 
graph, had not paid him the proper rates 
of wages as settled by that machinery, and 
he accordingly brought the present action 
to recover the balance he alleged as due 
to him. Alternatively, he claimed damages 
for the alleged breach by the defendants 
ef their statutory duty. 

The defendants denied that any terms 
and conditions of employment had been 
settled or were in force as plaintiff alleged ; 
but if they were, they did not admit that 
they had refused to pay the proper rates 
of pay to the plaintiff. Defendants also 
denied that they had been guilty of any 
breach of statutory duty or that the 
plaintiff had any right of action against 
them. 

Mr. Justice Humphreys, in the Court 
below, decided that the plaintiff, in the 
circumstances, was entitled to recover, and 
gave judgment for such amount as might 
be found due to him. The defendants now 
appealed. 

The appeal was allowed. 

Lord Justice Du Parcq, who delivered 
the judgment of the Court, said that the 
defendants contended that no action would 
lie under the Order of 1940 for wages 
except where a term was to be implied in 
the contract of service that a certain rate 
of wages was to be paid. 

Having dealt at considerable length with 
the material clauses of the Order of 1940, 
the Lord Justice said that the Court had 
come to the conclusion that the plaintiff’s 
claim against the defendants failed and 
that the appeal should be allowed. 

Judgment was accordingly entered for 
the defendants. 

Mr. F. A. Sellers, K.C., and Mr. H. M. 
Pratt appeared for the appellants; and 
Mr. John Morris, K.C., and Mr. N. R. 
Fox-Andrews for the respondents. 
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“*THE BUILDER.”’ 
PRICES AND WAGES 
Until further notice and in order to 
devote more space to news, The Builder 
copyright ‘‘ Prices Current of Materials ’’ 
and Rates of Wages will be given in the 
first issue of each month only. Current 
changes will begiven weekly as they occur. 











GLASS REPLACEMENTS 


SCHEDULE OF PRICES (No. 2) FOR 
BOMB DAMAGE IN LONDON. 


The National Federation of Construc- 
tional Glass Associations, 16, Rosedale- 
road, Stoneleigh, Ewell, Surrey, issue the 
following special schedule of prices for 
bomb-damage replacements in the London 
Civil Defence Area, prepared for the War 
Damage Commission and the Ministry of 
Works, replacing a schedule issued on 
October 12, 1944, 

All the following prices are for flat glass 
of ordinary quality and glazing in wood. 

All prices are based on the costs of 
materials, labour and transport ruling at 
January 22, 1945, and will remain in 
operation until an amended schedule is 
issued, except that increases in the rates 
of wages of glaziers becoming payable sub- 
sequent. to October 12, 1944, will be 
charged as an extra without the issue of a 
new schedule. 

All prices cover taking out old and sup- 
plying and glazing new glass, and usual 
glazing services only, which do not include 
demolition work, clearing away debris, 
erecting scaffolding, sash or construc- 
tional repairs, painting, etc. Prices in- 
clude for the removal of simple black-out 
coverings fixed within the rebates, but not 
any which are fixed with ‘an excessive 
number of nails or which are fixed, inter- 
nally or externally, to the sash or frame- 
work. Where no hacking out or removal 
of temporary coverings is. required—i.e., 
where the glazing consists of new work, 
or the equivalent of new work—the basic 
prices for plate glass may be reduced by 
7d. per ft. super, and the basic prices for 
sheet and sundry glass by 6d. per ft. super. 

An extra charge may be made in cases 
of exceptional difficulty (e.g., jobs difficult 
of approach or involving long travel), but 
such extra charge must be detailed as a 
separate item over and above the sched- 








Giavaiye. 


SIGIED ING 


ENGINEERING 
INTRACTORS 
PLANT HIRE 


for 


PIORLEY: «= SURREY 


( 





January 26 1945 


uled prices, and, where possible, the cus- 
tomer should be notified beforehand. 


Zin. Po.tsnHep Piate Guass. 

In sizes not exceeding 2 ft. super—3s. 5d. per 
ft. super net. 

In sizes not exceeding 3 ft. super—3s. 9d. per 
ft. super net. 

In sizes not exceeding 5ft. super—4s. per {t. 
super net. 

n sizes not exceeding 45 ft. super—4s. 6d. per 
ft. super net. 

In sizes not exceeding 100 ft. super—Ss. 4d. 
per ft. super net. 

(Larger sizes—i.e., exceeding 100 ft. super or 
160 in. long or i00 in. wide—and other thick- 
nesses, if available, to be charged .extra.) 

Sneet Gass. 

18 0z. sheet—ls. 4d. per ft. super net. 

24 oz. sheet—1s. 5d. per ft. super net. 

26 0z. sheet—ls, 6d. per ft. super net. 

320z. sheet—ls. 9d. per ft. super net. 

Sunpry GLass. . 

Rolled plate and rough cast—1s. 74d. per ft. 
super net. 

Wired rolled and wired cast—ls. 10d. per ft. 
super net. , 

Georgian wired cast—ls. lid. per ft. super net. 

Figured rolled and Cathedral (white)—1s. 74d. 
per ft. super net. 

(N.B.—The above prices for sheet and sundry 
glass apply to jobs of 50 ft. super and over and 
to sizes of 2ft. super and over. For jobs of 
under 50 ft. super and/or sizes under 2 ft. super, 
4d. per ft. super eztra.) 


NEWS ITEMS 


A Builder Decorated. 

Major A. R. Denne, director of the Deal 
firm of builders, Messrs. G. H. Denne 
and Son, Ltd., who was mentioned in 
despatches in August of last year, has 
since been awarded the M.B.E. 


Plant Engineers. 

Capt. 8. E. Pilkington, Hon. Secretary 
of the Institution of Plant Engineers, 
sends us from 25, St. James’-street, Not- 
tingham, the proposed draft of the by- 
laws of the National Institution of Plant 
Engineers. 


British Standards. 

The following British Standard Specifi- 
cations have been issued from 28, 
Victoria-street, -S.W.1: B.S.S. for Lead 
Traps (B.S. No. 504 (price, 2s. post free). 
B.S.S. for Colour Card (B.S. No. 381C) 
(price, 1s. post free). 


Calendars. 

Messrs. G. and T. Earle, Ltd., write to 
say that they have a few spare 1945 calen- 
dars, and would be pleased to send one 
(as long as the supply lasts) to any 
reader if he is in or connected with 
the building industry and lives south of 
Middlesbrough and north of Birmingham. 
Readers should send their applications 
to G. and T. Earle, Ltd., cement manu- 
facturers, Wilmington, Hull, enclosing a 
ld. stamp. 


Greater London Maintenance Builders. 

A meeting of an organisation calling 
itself the Greater London Master Main- 
tenance Builders’ Association, with offices 
at 3a, The Parade, Kilburn High-road, 
London, N.W.6, was held at Kingsway 
Hall, W.C.2, on January 17. Rules of the 
association were confirmed by the 
general body. Following numerous pro- 
tests by members, the chairman, Mr. 
James Brennan, G.M., was requested by 
a unanimous vote “‘ to protest against the 
ever-growing autocracy of the Govern- 
ment Departments concerned with the 
building industry.” As a result, a letter 
has been sent to Mr. Duncan Sandys, 
Minister of Works, and Mr. Willink, M.P., 
Minister for Health. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


The Minister of Supply announces that 
the price of tungsten ore has been re- 
duced to 90s, per unit of WO, delivered 
consumer works. Any inguiry should be 
addressed to the Adviser for Wolfram to 
the Chrome Ore, Magnesite and Wolfram 
Control, Steel House, Tothill-street, 
London, 8.W.1. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


GLASGOW.—Extensions carried out at Bal- 
more-rd., for which the architect is George A 
Boswell, 236, West George-st., Glasgow. 

GLASGOW.—Alterations to be carried out for 
John Dalgleish & Sons, for which the architect 
is A. 8, Hyslop, 124, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of peregrephe are those 
for the submission of tenders; dagger (+) 
denotes closing date for pappicaties ft 6 name 
and address at the end refer to the persop 
from whom particulars may be obtained, 


be preg 
EBRUARY 1, 
Galway ©.0.— Additions to nurses’ home at 
Central Hospital. 
FEBRUARY 2, 
Southend T.C.—Construction of public con- 
venience at High-st., eee. R. G. 
Baxter, B.E. and 8. Dep. £ 


FEBRUARY > 
Birkenhead T.€.—Conversion of No. 
Cearns-<d., into self-contained flats, B.E, and rs 


FEBRUARY 5. : 

Shefheld T.C.—Conversion and adaptation of 

habe (1) 20, Clarkson-st., to form two 

17, St. Barnabas-rd., to form two flats, 
G.Davies, City A. Dep. £1. 
FEBRUARY 6. 

Dublin Commissioners of Public W 
Erection of sorting office at Griffith-ave., 
hall. Office of Public Works. Dep. £1. 

West Riding War Agricultural Executive 
issen- ee huts and 

P. Richard- 
vas Hotel, 


ks,— 
hite- 


Committee.—Erection of 
Romney hut on various sites. 
son, Chief Executive Officer, 


Harrogate. 
FEBRUARY 8. 

Cheltenham T.C.—Erection of 2 experimental 
houses of foamed slag at Kipling-rd., St. 
Mark’s. G. G. Marsland, B.E, Dep. £2 28. 

FEBRUARY 14. 

*Wallasey C.B.—Erection of temporary branch 

| md at Pasture-rd., Moreton. B.S. Dep. 


£1 

Wallasey C.B.—Erection of 16 parlour-type 
houses (in pre-war gt . Hillcroft-rd. 
housing estate. B.S. Dep. £2 

+r Bromwich C.B.—Erection r sub-station 
+ = G. Jefferson, M.Inst.C.E., Town Hall, Dep. 

1 is, 


MATERIALS, ETC, 
JANUARY 31. 
Rainford U.D.C.—S. 
FEBRUARY 3. 
Brierley Hill U.D.C.—E. and S. 
Cheltenham T.C.—B. and Water E. 
Swansea C.B.—B.E. and §. 
pre eda 6. 
Beckenham T.C.—B.E. 
Cornwall ©.6-—County_ 8. 
Rhondda U.D.C.—E. and 8. 
| Warrington c.B.—B. i 4% 8. 
FEBRUARY 9. 
' Heston and Isleworth T.C.—B.E 
Kensington B.C.—T.C. 
FEBRUARY 10. 
Swadlincote U.D.C.—E. and $ 
FEBRUARY 13. 
Chertsey U.D.C.—E. and S. 
Cheshunt U. yn tees and §. 
aeauasv 17. 
Enfield U.D. Piles and §. 
FEBRUARY 19. 
Southwark B.C.—T.C. 
FEBRUARY 21. 
King’s Lynn B.C.—Acting B.E. 
Northumberland C.C.—County S. 
FEBRUARY 24. 
Caernarvonshire C.C.—County S. 
FEBRUARY 26. 
Chelsea B.C.—T.C. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, ETC. 
JANUARY 31. 

Merton and Morden Council.—Maintenance 
repairs and redecorations of eperexnestely 500 
iouses. E, and 8., Morden Hall, 8.W.19. 

FEBRUARY 5. 

Morpeth R.D.C.—External painting of 138 
houses at Lynemouth. J. oneee, Sanitary S., 
Howard Castle, Dacre-st., Morpeth 


Truro. 
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FEBRUARY 13. | 
Felling U.D.C.—External painting 
houses. Clerk of the Council. 


NO DATE 
Land Settlement Assoc. —(a) External paint- 
ing of glasshouses on various estates; (b) 
external painting of houses on various estates. 
The Surveyor of Works, Land Settlement Assoc., 
, 43, Cromwell-rd., London, 8S.W.7 


of 615 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JANUARY 31. 
Rochester a of roads and 
sewers, City S. Dep. £2 


pababiiy 2. 
Bilston T. aie levelling, road and sewerage 
works, Bradley. T.C. Dep. £3 3s. 
T.C.—Construction of 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 3. 

South-West Lancashire Group.—Construction 
of roads, sewers, City E. and S., Municipal- 
bidgs., Dale- st., Liverpool. Dep. £2 2s. 

+ Winchester *¥.C.—Construction of concrete 
carriageways and incidental works. P's 
Warwick, City E. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 65. 

Leicester Group Scheme.—Contract No. 1. 

Coneracse of roads and sewers. ied E. and 
. Town Hall. Leicester. Dep. £2 
FEBRUARY 7. 

South-East Staffs Seon —Consienctian of 

roads and sewers. M. E. Habershon, Superin- 


roads and 


onpen 


_— Officer, Council House, Walsall. Dep. 
Ss. 
FEBRUARY 10. 
Godalming T.C.—Supplying and laying of 


water mains. 
35, Bridge-st., 


C. B. Spivey, A.M.Inst.M.&Cy.E., 
Godalming. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 15, 

Bristol and District Group.—Construction of 


roads and sewers a No. 3). City E., 
Bristol. Dep. £2 
amen 20. 

Lewes T.C.—Construction of roads and 


sewers. C. T. Butler (L.), B.S. Dep. £2 28 

‘, FEBRUARY 22. 

Kingston-u fe mgr ney District Group.—Construc- 
tion of roa and sewers (Contract No. 1). 
City E., Kingston-upon-Hull. Dep. £5. 

FEBRUARY 27. 

Beeston and Stapleford U.D.C.—Construction 
of roads and re pa at Dovecote-la. housing 
site. G. C. Hardy, 8S. Dep. £2 2s 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
FEBRUARY 1. 
Leicester T.C.—Architectural Assistant for 
Fg —— ae oS, ening to £400, plus 
s. bonus . L. Beckett re, Ol 
Planning Officer, Town Hall. seg 
FEBRUARY 2. 
Stoke-on-Trent T.C.—Appointment of Archi- 
tect for Post-War Housing. £500 p.a., plus 
£49 8s. bonus. H. Taylor, T.C. 


FEDERATED 
= MPLOY ERS 
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FEBRUARY 9%. 

Worthing T.C.—Temporary Architectural 
Assistant. Write, quoting EA1172XA, to 
Ministry of Labour and National Service, Room 
5/17, Sardinia-st., Kingsway, London, W.C.2, 
for forms. 

FEBRUARY 10. 

*Isle of Ely C.C.—Temporary Senior Archi- 
tectural Assistant. £400 Re. plus £49 8s, 
bonus. County A., County Hail, March. 

FEBRUARY 12. 

*London County Council.—Teacher of building 
trades subjects with qualifications in brick- 
work at Hackney Technical Institute. Apply 
on form T 1/40, obtainable from Education 
Officer (T.1), County Hall, Westminster, S.E.1, 

MARCH 5. 

*Breconshire Joint Planning jttee.— 
“we to Committee. £300-£20- 02580, 
P. S. Holbourn, Clerk to the Committee 
County Hall, Brecon, Wales. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Allesiey.—H. Weedon & Partners, 84, Colmore- 
row, Birmingham 3, are architects. for layout 
of Hollyberry Hall estate for houses, for Ideal 
Benefit Society, 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—T.C. propose provision of 
crematorium, 

Brighouse.—T.C, approved extensions to mill, 
for Wood, Robinson & Co., Ltd. 

Coventry.—E.C. propose nursery and primary 
school on site of old Radford school. 

Croydon.—C.B. have decided to acquire 
approximately 100 acres of the Addington new 
golf course. On this land they propose to 
_— 440 houses, a community centre and some 
shops. 

Derbyshire.—E.C. propose additional. class- 
room accommodation at Secondary school, Shire- 
brook, at £2,600 

Droylsden. —Lancashire _E.C. propose pre- 
fabricated building at teapinae Manor-rd. 
temporary school. 

Hayley Green.—Mitchells & Butlers, Lid., 
Brewers, Cape Hill Brewery, Smethwick, pro. 
pose hotel at Hagley-rd. and Lutley-la. 

Hyde.—T.C. -approved additions for Slack 
wills, Ltd.—T.C, propose 150 houses at Walker- 


"hcoassten —U.D.C. propose development of 
land at Bank Top for housing estate. 
Lancashire.—E.C. propose additions and 
alterations at Worsley Junior Technical school, 
Worsley, for provision of building section, at 
780. 


Mansfield.—Vallance & Westwick, White Hart- 
chbrs., are architects for erection of buildings 
for light industry.—E.C.. propose school at 
King George V-av. 

Middlesbrough.—Middlesbrough Motor Club 
propose additions to premises at Clarendon-rd., 
at £3,200 (pre-war pgete) 

Middlesbrough. —T.C 
estate for housing, ete. 

Middleton.—T.C. approved alterations and 
additions at ‘‘ Grove” Inn, Oldham-rd., for 
J. W. Lees & Co. (Brewers), Ltd., The Brewery, 
Middleton Junction. 

Morecambe and Heysham.—E.C. propose 
Senior and Elementary schools and playing 
fields at Torrisholme. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council to repair 
and reinstate City Dispensary at New Bridge- 
st, Plans by City Property 8. 

Oldham.—Health Committee propose Patho- 
logical Laboratory at rgd Park General ' 
Hospital, Rochdale-rd., at £3,250 

Oldham.—Committee’ of Repertory Theatre 
bar propose new repertory theatre, at £10,000. 

E.C. propose provision of social centre for the 


acquired Nunthorpe 


Blin 

Rochdale.—Housing Committee approved lay- 
out plans for erection of houses at Kirk Holt 
estate Pe 8. Morgan, B.S., in conjunction 

with W. R. Davidge “FS. the Town Planning 
Consultant.—T.C. approved : Rebuilding “‘ Dog 
& Partridge” hotel, Bury-rd. and Fieldhouse- 
av., for Crown Brewery Co., Ltd., Rochdale-rd., 
Bury; additions at “‘ Spring ” Inn, xoare 
for J. W. Lees & Co. (Brewers), Lid., 
Brewery, Middleton Junction. 

Salford.—T.C. propose repairs and reinstate- 
ment of Seedley Baths. 

Scarborough.—T.C. to provide garage accom- 
modation for police at Hope-st. and William-st. 

South Westmorland.—R.D.C. appointed Kk. 
Middleton, 46, King-st., Lancaster, as architect 
for preparation of plans for erection of houses 
on selected sites. 

Tytdestey—U.- D.C. approved singe altera- 
tions at “ Butcher’s Arms” Inn, for George 
Shaw & Co., Ltd., The Brewery, Leigh. 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


Ashton-in-Makerfield.—Lancashire. E.C. pro- 
pose erection of additional dining-room and 
kitchen accommodation at Grammar school. 

Bolton.—T.C. approved. erection of school 
kitchens at Scewcroft-st. and Smithills Dean- 


school, New Colliers-row, 
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Bury. 
Walenow 


—T.C. 


approved 
rd., for E.C 


school 


kitchen 


at 


Darlington.—E. C. seeking sanction of Ministry 
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"Phone o 


NOW 
FOR 


1945 


r write 


Secretary : 


23. Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 


CANonbury 2041/3 












THE BUILDER 


of Education to erect brick dining centres and 
kitchens at Eastbourne Senior Girls’ and Senior 
Boys’ schools. Plans by E. Minors, B.¥. 

Lancashire.—E.C. propose erection of addi- 
tional kitchen at corner of Astley-rd. and Hill- 
side-rd., Huyton. 

Oldham.—E.C. Por eck erection of prefabri- 
cated eo ga r school dining-room and 
kitchen at St,-Mary’s R.C. schools. 

Rotherham.—E.C. to erect school canteen and 
kitchen at Badsley Moor-la., Herringthorpe. 

Wigan.—E.C. propose central kitchen at 
Swinley. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
{ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
j Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
“oe accepted by H.M. Government 
ts. 


Glasgow. —Reconstruction of Knightswood 
school, for T.C.: *Hunter & Clark, Ltd., 
Glasgow. 


{London (Air Ministry).—List of new con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
January 20 :— 

General maintenance work: Thos, Clements & 


Sons, Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne; John Hopkins 
(Bidg.), Ltd., High Wycombe ; A. N. Coles 
(Ctts.), Ltd., "Plymouth. 

Building work : Rogers’ Bros.,  Ltd., 
Felixstowe. 

Roofing work: Western Trinidad Lake 
Asphalt Co., Ltd., Cardiff. 

Installation work: Simmons & Hawker, 
London, 8.W.18; D. Bywater & Co., Ltd., 
Windsor. 


bse ag felling work: J. H. Kemball, Raydon, 
iu 
Painting work: G. H. Miller & Co., Ltd., 
London, C.1. 
{London (War  Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept., for week ending Jan. 13:— 
Dorset: Miscellaneous work, Rabbots & 
Wilkes, Parkstone, Dorset. ; 











A FRIEND IN NEED— 
A new issue of the 6th edition containing 
Adaptation Tables revised up to October, 1941 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


FOR EVERY CLASS OF 
BUILDING WORK 


By J. T. REA. 


Containing 730 pages with over 600 
illustrations. 


Cloth gilt. Price 16/- net 
(By post 16/9.) 

The 6th edition which appeared in 1937 repre- 
sented quite a new undertaking, brought up-to- 
date in every way, including a large amount of 
original memoranda, complete revision of prices, 
examples of analysis, and fresh details of costing 
involving many thousands of figures, hundreds of 
calculations, and immense labour and research. 
Being self-contained, it avoids the weary hunt in 
other books for the vital, detailed knowledge 
pega We usually hard, if not often impossible. 
to find. 


B. T. BATSFORD, LTD. 


Architectural Publishers, 
15, North Audley St., London, W.1 


Large 8vo. 


January 26 1945 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Conversion of 78, Fern- 
av., into flats, for Mrs. A. E. Ward: *Osborne 
Bros., Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne; conversion 
of 109-111, Osborne-rd., into flats, for Keith 
a: *Stephen Easten, Ltd., Newcastle-on- 
yne. 


Sunderland.—Conversion of old junior instruc- 
tion centre into building section, at Villiers-st. 
Junior Technical school, for E.C.: *Direct 
labour by Education Works Dept., £307. 











Having Secured 
the Contract— 

what about the 

Steel Scaffolding? 
TUBULAR 


SCAFFOLDING 





For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 








HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Boyle’s «ai-rump” Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 














AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 








be 


-* 








p 


se, the work 






to be 


~ is the total 
; umber of properties 
=" we have restored.Let us 
reinstate your war damaged 
premises, warehouse, factoryor 
put in hand 
en peace comes. ‘Phone WAT 5474. 


wem NEGUS tro. 


Station Works-KinG JAMES ST..S.E/. (WAT.5474) 








to 





















GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


give notice that they 
have now removed 


34 & 35, 


Telephone : 


LIMITED 


New Offices at 


HIGH HOLBORN 
WCl 


CHAncery 7901-3 
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